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FOREIGN MINISTERS TO MEET ON LIBYA 21 JAN 





AU101224 Paris AFP in English 1218 GMT 10 Jan 85 


[Text] Bonn, Jan 10 (AFP) -- Common Market foreign ministers are to meet January 21 in 
The Hague to discuss European relations with Libya in the light of the U.S. call for 
sanctions, the West German Government announced here today. 


This extraordinary meeting of the ministers from the 12 member-countries of the European 
Economic Community (EEC) follows Washington's announcement that it was severing all 
commercial links with Libya, which President Ronald Reagan has accused of being be- 
hind the December 27 Rome and Vienna airport massacres. 


The ministers meeting, described by government spokesman Friedhelm Ost as “informal", will 
have three issues on the agenda -- EEC relations with Libya, the situation in the 
Mediterranean, and European cooperation with the United States in the fight against 
terrorisn. 


Mr Ost said the gathering had been initiated by France and Italy, and would be preceded 
on Wednesday by a routine meeting of the foreign ministers’ policy department chiefs, 
who will prepare the ground. 


The spokesman reaffirmed the opposition of Chancellor Helmut Kohl's government to sanc- 
tions. 


However, he said that the Bonn government would use all means available to dissuade the 
withdrawal of U.S. companies from Libya. 


Netherlands Wants Meeting 


AUO092012 Paris AFP in English 1957 GMT 9 Jan 86 ” 





[Text] The Hague, Jan 9 (AFP) -- The Netherlands, which currently holds the rotating 
chairmanship of the European Economic Community ministerial council, wants a special 
meeting of the 12 EEC foreign ministers to discuss the U.S. request for support of its 
economic sanctions against Libya, an official spokesman said here today. 


The date for the meeting, to take place in The Hague, will be set early next week, the 
spokesman said. 


EEC members Italy and France have «lready called for a similar meeting, while Greece 
said Sunday that it wanted talks at the level of foreign ministry political directors 
on the same issue. ‘ 


A special Middle East study group of the EC has been meeting here for the past two days 
to debate the EEC response to the U.S. sanctions. 
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HUNGARIANS SUPPLY PHOTO OF FOURTH TERRORIST 





AU091421 [Editorial Report] Vienna KURIER in German on 9 January carries on page 1} 
a 400-word report with a very clear photograph, apparently from a passport, of the 
“mysterious fourth man” involved in the attack on Vienna airport and believed to hav 
been the “control officer" of the operation. Under the headline “Picture of the 
Murderer’s Boss Is To Help Police Investigation” the paper says, among other things: 
“Austrian security police are hot on the heels of the buss of the Schwechat Airport 
murderers. Thanks to the assistance of Hungarian authorities, which have been most 
cooperative ever since the beginning of the investigation into the terrorist attack, 
Austrian State Security Police have now come into possession of a photograph of the 
mysterious fourth man. As has been reported, the boss and ‘control officer’ of the 
three schwechat murderers came to Austria with a doctored Tunisian passport in the name 
of Dakhli Ali Ben Bechin [name as published], 27 years old; he arrived in Budapest as 
early as 22 December at 0625 aboard a Malev plane from Damascus. He had a regular 
visa, but did not stay in Hungary and the same day proceeded by train — the Wiener 
Walzer — to Vienna, where he arrived at 2015." 


KURIER adds that the “murderers’ boss” stayed at the Fuerstenhof Hotel opposite Vienna’ 
western railroad station, and that he spent the night of 26-27 December at the St Jume 
pension under the assumed name of one of his accomplices. The paper stresses that 
anyone who saw the terrorist anywhere in Vienna should report to the police, as such 
information may well lead to the discovery of a terrorist hideout in Vienna. 


LIBYAN OFFICIAL LABELS AIRPORT ATTACK ‘DEPLORABLE* 





AU092224 [Editorial report] Vienna Television Service in German at 2015 GMT on 

9 January carries a jJeminute report by Wilfried Seifert on the Libyan People’ s Buren 
in Vienna, where, as Seifert points out, about 20 people represent the Socialist 
People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah. He says that 19 of those 20 persons are also 
accredited to the international organizations in Vienna. 


Then follows an interview by Wilfried Seifert withEnbeia M. Wadi [as heard], secretary 
of the Libyan People's Bureau in Vienna, who is seen sitting in his office opposite 
Seifert. Seifert translates Wadi's Arabic statements into German and comments on them, 
while Wadi can be heard speaking in the background. 


Seifert says: “Ambassador Enbeia M. Wadi — of course, he is not ambassador but secre- 
tary of the Libyan People's Bureau — has not yet been officially informed about a 
possible investigation of his personnel, but he would not understand such 4 measure 
because...." 


Wadi's statement cuts in and is interrupted by Seifert as follows: “The Jamahiriyah, 
that is the official name for Libya condemns the attack at Vienna's Schwechat Airport 
and considers it deplorable. We, Mr Wedisays, have condemned the attack in Vienna i: 
the same severe manner as terrorism in general.” 


Seifert’s direct question to Wadi in German is heard: “Austria has tried to improve 
Libya's reputation in the world, which, as you know, is not very good, and to work 
together with Libya. Colonel al-Qadhdhafi was in Austria — one of the few Western 
countries he has visited — under Chancellor Kreisky, as you remember. Now Austria 
would have expected Libya to do everything it can to keep terrorism away from Austria. 


Sal 


Is this a justified expectation? 


Seifert gives Wadi's answer: “The Jamahiriyah — no other name for Libya is ever 
used — is also willing to work together with the responsible authorities in Austria 
in order to eliminate terrorism and its causes, and to protect Austria trom 
terrorism.” 











Seltert adds: "Wadi does not want to have too auch significance accorded to the fact 

th the Libyan JANA news agency praised the terrorist attacks in Vienna and Kome as 
ic deeds -- this is not the opinion of the Jamahiriyah, that is not the official 
tion. Again and again Wadi stresses Libya's respect for Austria‘s policy and 
lation and the willingness for cooperation.” 


sort concludes with a panning shot of the Libyan-Arab school in Vienna. 


* 


\CCORD TO BE SIGNED WITH LTALY ON FIGHTING TERRORISM 


— — 











AVU92108 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 2017 GMT 9 Jan 86 


Text) Vienna -- Even closer cooperation in fighting terrorism, unconditional exchange 
= information between Che security organs, and joint planning of security measures: 
nese are the results of an exchange of opinion betweeen Minister of the Interior 

lecha and his Italian counterpart Scalfaro in Vienna. 


Austria and Italy will arrange cooperation by contract in tighting terrorism. To sin 
this contract Minister Scalfaro will soon come to Vienna again. 


GOVERNMENT ‘EXAMINING’ U.S. INITIATIVE ON SYRIA 





AUO91205 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 9 Jan 86 p 1 
[Special report by “A.U." and "M.F."] 


Text} Vienna -- On Wednesday, 8 January, the U.S. Administration attempted to explain 
throug. diplomatic channels its sanctions decision to Austria. While the Americans 
failed in their attempt to persuade Vienna to participate in these sanctions, they 
launched another initiative — as they have done in some other capitals -- on a second, 
unexpected front: Austria should bring its influence to bear on Syria to induce it to 
discontinue its support for the Abu Nidal terrorist organization. 


Instead of sanctions, which will be joined only when adopted by the UN Security Cowwil, 
Vienna is “examining” a catalogue of protective measures prompted by urgent security 
requirements, “even without conclusive evidence.” They include the reintroduction of 
compulsory visas for certain states and especially for their diplomats, as well as the 
examination of the personnel strength of diplomatic missions. As early as last year, 
Austria successfully exerted pressure on Libya to reduce its 22-member mission to 14. 
Further reductions are regarded as difficult to achteve, since Libya may at any time 
accredit diplomats with the itnternational organizations in Vienna. Following demarches 
by Austrian ambassadors in countries suspected of being involved with terrorism, 
presenting a list of specific charges, the “recall” of the envoys concerned is 

regarded as a potential consequence, 


fhe OEMV [Austrian O11 Administration] corporation, which holds a 12.25 percent share 
in the Libyan Oxylibya oil company, does not see this venture being jeopardized in any 


‘~ a y . 
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KOHL ON EAST-WEST RELATIONS, OTHER ISSUES 





LD091256 Hamburg DPA im German 112] GMT 9 Jan 8&6 


[Text] Bonn, 9 Jan (DPA) -- Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl sees a distinct possibility 
of progress in the field of arms limitation between East and West. Speaking at the 
federal press conference, the chancellor said in Bonn on Thursday that his hope is above 
all for an interia agreement on medium-range missiles and a superpower convergence on 4 
ban on chemical weapons as weli as on 4 ban on nuclear weapons testing. Kohl emphasized 
that the Federal Government would represent the expressly German interests in the talks 
between Washington and Moscow. 


In a prepared statement at the start of his press conference, Kohl spoke positively 
about developments in the relations between the German states, which in this vear too 
was a central concern of Bonn’s policies. Kohl expects an expansion of holidav traffic 
and believes that the cultural agreement between the FRC and the CDR will be readw for 
Signing in a few weeks. Intra-German trade, which reached a volume of DMI16 billion In 
the past year, was also to be expanded. The statement by the chancellor devoted much 
space to relations between Bonn and Paris. Inthis connection Kohl spoke of a “vers 
excellent state” and announced further development in the defense sector, The chancel- 
lor hoped that the East-West dialogue will be carried owt on the broadest basis. It ts 


important to speak with all concerned about all subjects and problems on the agenda, 
He hopes that the Soviet Union will not allow itself to be guided by its interests 


alone in a one-sided way in this. 


On the forthcoming talks between Economics Minister Martin Bangemann (TDP) in the United 
States about Cegaan participation in SDI, the chancellor said he has no doubts that a 
conclusion will soon be reached on this question between Bonn and Washington. He Is 
firmly convinced that what the United States is doing on this question is reasonable. 


The chancellor described the continuing speculation about a date for the visit of CDR j 
State Council Chairman Erich Honecker to the FRG as “absurd.” He would not contribute ! 
to it. Kohl indicated, however, that he no longer expects Fonecker before the Soviet 
CPSU Congress in spring in Moscow. 


The chancellor predicted positive developments in the labor market this vear., With 
reference to the latestunemployment figures, he said he thought the statistics include 
a large number of wemen who now want to get into the job market again. 


~~ i ~ Mes * 


Kohl was more cautious about the election campaign. “We cannot afford to give any 
votes away." After the Bundestag elections in January 1987, new and difficult tasks 
will have to be tackled, such as tax reform the long-term safeguarding of pensions, and 
the explosion of costs in the health service. These problems, said Kohl, could only be 
satisfactorily solved by the present government coalition. 


Says Headway on Disarmament Possible 
9W091349 Hamburg ARD Television Network in German 1290 GMT 9 Jan 86 | 


[Text] According to Chancellor Kohl, 1986 will be a difficult vear, and not just be- 
cause of the land parliamentary elections. Speaking to newsmen in Bonn today, the 
chancellor listed as key points of foreign policy European integration and relations 
with states of the Warsaw Pact. The Federal Government will represent German interests 


to both vorld powers. 
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Further headway in disarmament negotiations are possible, Kohl said. Thus, an interim 
solution for intermediate-range weapons may constitute an important step and provide an 
impetus to reduce the number of short-range missiles. 


GENSCHER DISCUSSES LISYA SAYCTIONS WITH_U.S. ENVOY 


LDO91815 Hambure DPA in German 1747 GMT 9 Jan 86 


[Excerpts] Bonn, 9 Jan (DIA) -- The U.S. Administration began the consultation process 
to agree to punitive measurezagainst Libya on Thursday with an exchange of views between 
Federal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher (FDP) and its Bonn ambassador, Richard 
Burt. 


Foreign Minister Genscher and U.S. Ambassador Burt both stressed that their governments 
would do everything imaginable to increase cooperation between the authorities responsi- 
ble for combatting terrorism. This was announced by the Foreign Ministry this evening 
following Genscher’s discussions with Burt. Genscher stressed the firm desire of the 
Federal Government to do all it can to ensure that German firms gain no commercial 
advantages from the American measures against Libva. 


There was agreement in noting during the borad exchange of views that last vear “1 
better level was achieved than ever before” in relations between the Federal Repub] iv 
and the United States. The further development of East-West relations cowld be antici- 
pated with confidence. Here it is necessary to us€ every opportunity in Americun-Soviet 
relations and negotiations, and also in the respective disarmament talks, to plicoe 
East-West relations on a more stable basis and to expand cooperation. 


Government ‘Reserved’ in Reaction 


LD101238 Hamburg DPA in German 1123 GMT 10 Jan 86 





[Excerpt] Bonn, 10 Jan (DPA) -- The Federal Government was very reserved today in its 
reaction to the unusually strong demands made by Richard Burt, the U.S. ambassador in 
Bonn, who, speaking to newsmen in Bonn yesterday, urged FRC cooperation against Libya 
and described the federal chancellor's opinion on the general ineffectiveness of 
economic sanctions as “pure theory". Government spokesman Friedhelm Ost said that 
U.S. indignation is “understandable”. The Foreign Ministry spokesman added that the 
statements by the "U.S. ambassador who one knows to be particularly committed” must 
also be seen against this background. 


PRESS VIEWS U.S. SANCTIONS, GOVERNMENT REACTION 
D¥090951 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in German 0605 GMT 9 Jan 86 


[From Press Review] 


[Text] The main editorial issue today is U.S. economic sanctions against Libys. 
SCHWAERISCHE ZEITUNG of Leutkirch states: The U.S. economic sanctions against Libya 
look only at first glance like a determined punitive measure. In fact, President 
Reagan did not have much leeway for effective measures. Economic relations with 

the colonel'« regime were decreased to a minimum years ago. However, U.S. of! firms 
still help in the production of Liquid gold and they are responsible for about three- 
quarters of Libyan oil production. The gap that will be left behind by the Americans 
can be filled rather quickly by others. The discontinuation of an irrigation project 
in the Libyan desert that has so far been handled by U.S. experts might have been more 
effective. However, Al-OQadhdhafi will be able to find adequate substitutes there, too, 


says the newspaper. 
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NELE OSNABRUECKER ZEITUNG maintains: Reacan has ’ as tar as he could go. He di t 
go turther so as to avoid an adventure. If the impression exists that once again gr 
words have been followed by lame action, that impression has been created bw the its 
House itself. After dramatic back and fort etween the Department of State and tl 
Defense Department, after the unusual tug-of-war between the United States and Is: ; 
common sense has prevailed over resentment. After Sober ass@ssment,. the stronme desire« 
for retaliation once more did not find an adequate teret. 


KROELNISCHE RUNDSCHAL deals in this connection with the possible effects the U.S. atti- 


ude toward Libya might have on the dialogue with Moscow, stating the following: &8wv his 
current attitude the U.S. President has indicated to the Soviets w much he is trvin 
not to impair the Ceneva climate because of Al-Oadhihati. He decided once more -- for 
the last time -- to maintain restraint. If his decisi is met with « new Arad terrorist 
attack, the people in Moscow should consider how sensible it is ¢t mtinue to 


Mr Al-Qadhdhafi with weapons and sympathy. and to blame all the unpleasantness of the 
world on the United States. 


SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNMG of Munich deals with the reacti the N iilies and writes th 
following: In his attempt to win the partners er for economic boveott against 
Libva, Reagan had no illusions. However, if th ernments of the other NATO stat 
remain inactive, it must be feared that Eurcpean tirms wi i the positions vacat« 
by the United States. That would be hard to tolerate« ington and it would fur- 
ther blur the not particularly shiny picture jropean | ty to the alliance. 


HESSISCHE/NIEDERSAECHSISCHE ALLGEMEINE of Kassel notes ropean | tt measures, 


because of their greater volume, would have sienificance that | itferent from th 
U.S. sanctions. Therefore, if FC states show little i: ination ¢ follow Rea . 
example it has nothing to do with a lack of solidiritv. Whether tions wou! ie 

to make Al-OQadhdhafi see reason is doubtful anvwr. st put pressure on him ¢t 
desist in insolence. However, the pressure must mot be so strome a8 to provoke mter: 


strikes. 





ether Rev is 
DWIQ1L111 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in German 0605 C™T 10 Jan 86 

[From Press Review) 

[Text] The main editorial issue today is again the discussion on reaction to Libva 


’ 
J 


connection with the terrorist attac«s in 


GENERAL-ANZEIGER of Bonn stresses: Yesterday, Koh lei inively stressed German interest 
In all friendliness, he pointed them out ¢t the U.S. jlilance partner. The chancellor 
is certainly supported by all Bundestag parties when he urges others to understand that, 


regarding an economic bovcott of Libya, German point f view are different than those 
of the United States or Italy. One could sense thw tention of Kohl’s remarks to pre- 
serve European interests and the FRG position as © is possible in the changing rela- 
tions between the superpowers <-- preserve them not listancing ourselves trom the 
United States, but as an independent alilance partner 


MANNHEIMER MORGEN points out: The discussion with th« st important allles about 
common action against terrorism is faced by the ch 
tect the German people. SBehind it is the basic dissent amont the alliance partners, 
which it is hop. ‘, will be overcome. The United States is determined to fight terroris 
aggressively worldwide. 


mcellor along with his oath to pro- 
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The FRG, which cannot assume the role i, wWoric police orce.,. has less leeway. if 
must keep to defensive and preventive measures ¢ seex ntacts with the Arab wor! 
Reduced to its essense, Kohl"s fore! pols is to maintain Cernan interests wit t 
harming our friendship with France «a: the ited States. 

FRANKFURTER ALLCOEMEINE writes: The c saves he must represent German interests 
That is correct. tH wever. <a 4 <r J erests demand in this case closer Coupe ra- 
tion with the United States Kohl lewvwe t that r se urity depends on the 
U.S. presence and guarantee, there f substitute for that orotect ion, 
including France with its smail nuclear roe. cll the more do Bonn’s solidarity 
demonstrations toward ishingtonm Loox meager. it was said that the FRC dees not « 
weapons to Libva — as if that Ne sicered. lowever, one who expects sor, 
should consider that Kohl's war st - Mmti are the rces ssible in 
today, stresses the newspaper. 
FRANAFURTER RUNDSCHAL iintains ea indignat ix iout the terrorist attacks 
the Vienna and Rome airports were s creat { the United States as in irope. However, 
‘n contrast to Lurope. it is neistent 3 tM hom st i [ti ; ii t tie 
United States, characterize resident Re . that s rage must be followed 
immediately by some sort of acti that in view of rrent developments, 
protection against murcerous terroris tacks 1 iver litica rioerit with hf 
clear assumption of the protective ni ; = even increased expectations 
The consequence is that Reagan ‘ i sed ¢€ ic « tions inst Al-(adhdhat i’ 
Libva, although they will be ine. te ti t wh in other cases he has called th: 
useless. The fact that he did t orde flitar ictions ¢ we take md that he 
exerted only mild pressur« este topeans shows that he sti in resist pre 
for action for the moment. 
DIE WELT motes: After imposing an « ic embas sainst Libva, balance is be 
drawn in Washington. ot ‘ust the ses pea attitude is deing discussed. Th 
Americans must realize that they sp« * fliions of dollars assisting their 
allegedly pro-Western friends in the \r world, it that thev are being left alone 
the critical hour. In Fes, the Ara islan{ reign ministers have unanimous! 
supported Al-Qadhdhafi’s Libya, whi t be viewed tor the time being as an act of 
oral solidarity. Every state acts a to its own interests. Obvivusiy, th 
common fight against terrorism in rdination with the United States and Western 
Europe is not theirs. Kuwait and : id their own experience with terrorists, 
even with those from Libva. ‘lowever, é eriences are brushed aside bw the al leved 
threat to brother Al-Oadhdhati tin : tates, 
SUEDDEL, TSCHE ZEITUNG arrives ac the jusion: The problem is a new twot 
wave of terrorism threatening the woric. iret. such attacks as in Rome and Vienna are 
un especially economic form of warfare, because st a few men and submachine euns : 
vey a4 message that must parairze in the i vital nerve of the Western world. 
Freedom in a democracy always means [r« sovement, which depends on a highliv 
sensitive air transport system that et be rotected bw civilized states with the sam 
determination as the freedom of seatari in former times. Second, attacks such as 
those in Rome and Vienna have t t e time erved to bring the Palestinian probl« 
to the world’s attention but to discredit those who are relatively prepared to negeti- 
ate and tc nip every political devel ent in the bud, states the newspaper. 

FRANKFURT! Al MEINE Editorial 
DWO91205 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALI M in German 9 Jan 86 Pp | 
l[Editerial by "C.G.": “Embarrassing jlence” 
[Text] Of] is an expensive material, an‘ economic sanctions usually are a blunt 
weapon, but did Bonn’s answer t iwshington’s decisions against Libva really have to bh 


haifhearted? 


80 
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In mot making a decision the federal cabinet did not even mention the name of Colone! 
Al-Qadhdhafi and .ibva vhen the government condemmed terrorism and its sponsors in 
general terms. The cabinet decision amounts to a domestic policy decision by Minister 
Zimmermann to subnit plans for improved and stronger measures against terrorism in the 
FRC. The determination to face terrorisn nationally and internationally in a stronger 
way is limited to future discussions of a working group established at the Ronn world 
economic summit meeting, and to discussions by European iaterior ministers. Not much 
witl come of that. 


The Federal Government barely announced its preparedness to partake in consultat ious 
announced by Washington -- what else could it do? However, what good is it if the 
result is anticipated by saying that economic sanctions are ineffective? It may be cor- 
cect, and skepticism is advisable regarding such m*thods, which some people want to 
apply to South Africa. However, it would bave been useful to say clearly what the 
people in Bonn think of Al-Qadhdhafi as a political and mora! confession. At least 

in that way we could have contributed to isolating this friend of the terrorists in 

his own tent. 


That is one side of it. The other touches on the U.S.: Washingten could, to the 
disadvantage of the FRC, throw the Cermans into the same pot with the Danish, Greek, and 
Canadian NATO partners, and draw generalized conclusions. The fact that espectally 

FDP politicians, such as Genscher and State Minister Moellemann, iomedlately opposed 
sanctions may support those who use the term "Genscherian” in criticizing Bonn'’s foreien 
policy — particularly if it characterizes the entire government course. Libva has 
nothing todo with SDI, but U.S. preparedness for comprehensive technological agreements 
with the Cermans on equal access in exploiting research ro sults wil! rot be promoted 

by such halfheartedness. A distance will instead be created. 





SECURITY MEASURES TIGHTENED _IN GOVERNMENT AREAS 
DWO91347 Hamburg AR? Television Network in German 1200 GT 9 Jan 86 


[Text] As a consequence of terrorist threats, security precautions for Bonn ministries 
and the entire parliamentary quarter have been intensified. Particularly striking are 
the intensified measures at the Foreign Ministry. Luggage in incoming cars is checked 
and the underside of cars is examined by means of special mirrors used by officials of 
the federal border police. 


GREENS SAY CRUISE MISSILES BROUGHT IN BY TRUCKS 





LDO91803 Hambure DPA in German 1609 GMT 9 Jan 86 


[Text] Mainz, 9 Jan (DPA) — According to the Rhineland-Palatinate Greens, the storing 
of cruise missiles began 6 months ago. The party learned this from airport personnel, 
the Greens reported in Mainz on Thursday. All 96 cruise missiles intended for deployment 
were provisionally stored at the U.S. Air Base at Hahn. The Greens expressed 
skepticism about reports that the cruise missiles were flown directly to Haho-lHunerweck. 
Rather there is reason to fear that the Americans browght them from Rotterdam or 
Frankfurt by truck to the military air base. 


IRANIANS SEI7E CARGO SHIP IN STRAIT OF HORMUZ 





LDO91018 Hamburg DPA in German 0949 GMT 9 Jan 86 


{Ercerpt! Tehran/Hamburg, 9 Jan (DPA) — Another German cargo ship has been seired by 
the Iranian Navy. The Hamburg Peter Doehle shipping line confirmed on Thursday in 
response to a question that ite 17,400 metric ton container ship Ville du Sahara has 
been stopped approximately 200 km east of the Strait of Hormuz and directed to an 
Iranian port to have its cargo examined. 
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FABIUS INTERVIEWED ON ELECTIONS, OTHER ISSUES 





LDO90006 Paris Television Service in French 1935 GMT 8 Jan 8% 


{Interview with Prime Minister Laurent Fabius in Paris on “The Hour of Truth Program” 
presented by Francois de Virieu with correspondents Alain Duhame!, Philippe Sassier, 
and Albert du Roy in Paris -- live! 


[Excerpts] [Francois de Virieu] Good evening. “The Hour of Truth” this evening 
presents the first of a series of five special programs. After welcoming Prime 
Minister Lacrent Fabius, we will be having, in turn, the leaders of the four major 
French political groupings, that is to say, those who act, who criticize, and who 
approve will be invited in turn to have their say in this studio. 


Mr Fabius, no doubt you read the newspapers this morning before going to the cabinet 
session, and you have been able to assess how eagerly your appearance this evening 

on “The Hour of Truth” is awaited. First, in view of the news, there are a number 

of questions awaiting your reply, on the law on working hours, the country’s economic 
situation, the specific measures you intend to follow in order for the left to score 
highly in March [in the elections], or on your track record, your plans for the future, 
the fifth TV channel, or Robert Hersant’s bid for power, which explains why << after 
the affair of Hersant’s purchase of LE PROCRES DE LYON -- he decided to cancel his 
appearance on “The Hour of Truth.” 


But even more than track records and future programs, what interests the French people 
this evening, Mr Fabius, is you, the man. At the beginning vou embodied, for the 
French people, the politics of seduction. You rose very highly in the opinion polls, 
then suddenly, as you know, something went wrong, you took some knocks, it even 
appeared that you were becoming vulnerable, and your popularity declined. So where 
are you today’? We'll know more about that in 80 minutes’ time when you have faced 
the dual mechanism of “The Hour of Truth.” 





First there are the three journalists who will each have 15 minutes to question you; 
they are Alain Duhamel, Philippe Sassier, and Albert du Roy. Then there are the TV 
viewers who will have their say in two ways: First they will ask questions through 
the intermediary of Jean-lLuis (Le Seyne) by phoning in, and then, to express their 
opinion, thanks to a television poll to be carried owt among 4 representative sample 
of the French population by Sofres [opinion poll organization]. The sample is made 
up of 250 people who have been recruited specially for “The Hour of Truth” by Sofres, 
who have been briefed by them, and especially equipped with Minite! computers. 


Now, we are going to find owt immediately what our sample viewers think on the first 
point, that is to say the questions they would like to hear discussed this evening 
during this debate. So we asked them what were the three subjects they wanted you 

to deal with this evening, and here are their replies at 2025. Above all, ways of 
reducing unemployment: 55 percent [of the viewers sampled]; secondly, your track record 
over the past 18 months; and thirdly, the situation in the media — the fifth TV chan- 
nel, the purchase of LE PROGRES DE LYON; then the modernization of French society. 

I note, furthermore, that the defense of human rights is a subject which does not 
figure very highly in the preoccupations of the French people watching ws this evening. 


Let’s have the first question to etart this “Hour of Truth.” The first question from 
the TV viewers over the phone via Jean-Louis (Le Seyne), please. 
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; 


[(Le Seyne)! Yes, good ewening, Lawrent Fabius. At the top 
Questions put by iV wiewers there are, Mr Prime Minister, tv 
mately equal importance and topicality: the Perrot-Sout 

of woman jockey fownd murdered iast week. It is known thot 
of the lawwer Mr Perrot. And then, of course, somthing clse 
is the Hersant affair (Hersant’s purchase contravenes press « 
are three questions on the same topic: You speak cont imuouw: 
of respect for the law regarding “Mr Hersant, but vhat shout 
Ie that really a case of transparency, too Did you consider 
company purchased by “s Bersant before vou attacked’ Did w 
Finally: Why hawe the courts been so quick to bring charges 
so slow to bring {wdgment on Klaus Barbic’ 


‘Fabios! Yes, I shall answer these questions. The core of th. 
formulated it, Francois de Viriew and Mr (Le Seyne), is: Are 


Hereant the same thine’ I don’t think so. The Hereant affair. 
e 


bid for power, is something rather serious, both because | awe 


because, from the financial point of view, the newspaper which ! 
risks having seriows difficulties in the future. You wil! rem 


rescued people said that’s a good thing, and then L* AURORE went 
and above all, because from the point of view of pluralicn, 
journalists, and of democracy, this poses foruidable prob 

We did owr duty! There is a law enforced, and therefore tl» 
“Mr Hereant both in terme of penal law and civil law. not 


Mr Hersant, but because he is in the process of breaking tlx ¥. 


is that thie sale wil! be able to be canceled. That deale wit 
what | might call Mr Hersant’s bid for power. 


The fifth TV channel is something completely differemt. At prs 
public channels. We hawe added Canal-Plus to these. We intend 
three chawnels, the fifth channel, a private one, the sixth chm 
and a seventh channel! of cultural and European dimensions. Tl 
on the way. The sixth channel], sorry, the fifth chanme! har 


made up of My Seydowux and Mr Berlusconi, and the sixth cheanne! w 


a few weeks time. 

[De Virteu) To whom’ 

[Fabieus!) In that case... 

[De Viriew, interrupting) To whom’ 

[Fabius! A choice will be made between those who have declared 


present, according to the latest reports, there are three group 
the case of the fifth channel, Mr Seydowx and Mr Berlusconi, th. 


vie-a-vis Me Hersant is that, for one thing, they represent on! 


French channels, and for another thing, they respect the lew. 


[De Viriew) All right, we'll come back to the subject of the me 


Now it’s over to you, Alain Dwhamel, for the first 15 minwtes. 


[Duhamel]! Good ewening, “Mr Prime Minister. 


[Fabieus!) Good evening, Mr Duhamel. 
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[Duhamel] First, I would like to ask you a topical question. This morning, at the 
Council of Ministers, concrete measures concerning economic sanctions against South 
Africa were adopted. I would like to know whether or not you would be in favor of 
France joining in concrete measures against Colonel Al-Qadhdhafi's Libya? 


[Fabius; Apartheid, that is South Africa, is a dreadful thing because the substance 
of man is trampled on. People sometimes say that apartheid is black or white. Not 
at all. its color is thac of blood. France has taken -- because it is its tradition 
to be the advocate of human rights -- the lead in a crusade of Western countries to 
say: No, apartheid is not possible. Blacks and white must be equal. And we have 
taken the sanctions you have just recalled. Terrorism is also to be condemned, 
horrible and... 


[Duhamel, interrupting] And its color is that of blood? 


[Fabius] And its color is that of blood. President Reagan has taken sanctions which 
he did not take in the case of South Africa. For 3 or 4 years now, we have been 
reducing the extent of our relations with Libya. They are only one third what they 
were before 1981. As to whether we should go further, we talked about it with the 
president of the Republic and the external relations minister this very afternoon. 
The external relations minister, Roland Dumas, contacted both our German and British 
friends to attempt concerted action. This -oncerted action is going to take place 

in the days to come. 


[Duhamel] And would you personally favor it? Because you said, -- do you remember, 
you even said it publicly — that you personally favored sanctions against South 
Africa. 


[Fabius] Yes, absolutely. 
[Duhamel] One could imagine the same thing in this case. 


[Fabius] Yes, absolutely, because I think that in South Africa, where there is close 
interweaving between apartheid, the state and the government -- this is really the 
raison d'etre... [sentence incomplete] These sanctions which are requested by the 
international community as a whole, by the United Nations, are beginning to have an 
impact. The problem with Libya is: Is this going to be successful? Now, unfortu- 
nately, sanctions were already imposed in 1981. They were taken by the United States, 
perhaps you still remember this. So far, they have been unsuccessful. We must not 
box with shadows [donner un coup d’epee dans l'eau]. This is the only question we 
really have to answer. 


[Duhamel] Would you be in favor of this principle or not? 


[Fabius] I am mainly in favor of efficient measures. If it is a matter of having 
inefficient sanctions, then this is of no interest. 


[Duhamel] Do you consider yourself someone who shows solidarity with the president 
of the Republic or not? 


[Fabius] Yes, this is an altogether different thing... 


(Duhamel, interrupting] [Words indistinct] for everyone because everyone knows, it 
is to some extent the Greenpeace business, General Jaruzelski's visit basically... 


(Fabius, interrupting] This is not to be put in the same category... 
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{[Duhamel, interrupting] As far as public opinion goes it is all one... 


{[Fabius, interrupting] In the Greenpeace business, each time the president or myself 
spoke, I can at least say that we did so in the most complete agreement, che most 
complete agreement. 


[Duhamel] You are saying that there has not been even a shadow of disagreement between 
the president of the Republic and yourself throughout the Creenpeace business... 


[Fabius, interrupting] There has been the most complete agreement on a difficult and 
quite regrettable business. 


[Duhamel] Even regarding Charles Hernu there was no difference of opinion between 
the president and yourself? 


[Fabius] No. As to the Jaruzelski affair... 
[Duhamel, interrupting] There were many storytellers at that stage... 
{[Fabius, interrupting) There were commentators and basically... 


{[Duhamel, interrupting] And commentators if you wish because we were also on the 
frontline and also many sources to these commentators... 


{[Fabius, interrupting] 1 will give you a rule which you know well because you are 
very experienced. When two people are involved -- in the case in point the president 
of the Republic and the prime minister -- if you want to be in possession of true 
information you have to ask one or the other. [laughter] My solidarity with the 
president of the Republic is total, I told you... 


(Duhamel, interrupting] I was not talking about this; I apologize for not expressing 
it very clearly. I did not mean the solidarity with the French people in matters 
pertaining to public affairs, I meant the solidarity between you, yourself and the 
president of the Republic... 


{[Fabius, interrupting] It is total...it is total... 


(Duhamel, interrupting] Even at the time of the Jaruzelski affair? Even then it was 
total solidarity? 


[Fabius] It was total solidarity. I cannot tell you any different. That there should 
be at one given moment a sensitivity to one or the other, that can happen, but we make 
hundreds of decisions together. Considering the hundreds of decisions we make there 
is absolutely no problem. Inregardto the Jaruzelski affair, we are both men with 

a conscience, we are friends. Do not seek problems where there are none. [words 
indistinct ] 


[Duhamel] Allow me to ask a question: Do you agree that it is certainly important 
in your view, (?certainly not to do things too lightly) and unusual in the running 
of the institutions and in your relations with Francois Mitterrand for you to say 
in front of the TV cameras that you were disturbed by a decision taken by the head 
of state? (71 am not inventing this)... 
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[Fabius, interrupting] It is no secret that it was a visit which challenged me as, 

I believe, it challenged many French people. I said it, but this will not in any way 
change the fact that we are both men of conscience and friends. Faivant [cartoonist] 
often represents me carrying an umbrella. My main working tool is not the umbrella 
but a fountain pen, a telephone, and an airplane. 













[Duhamel] You said to me: We must create a dynamic movement. So the three main french 
opinion poll institutes made public -- the last one today, the others some days ago -- 
extraordinarily similar figures on the voting intentions of tie Socialist Party -- 

26 percent, 26.5 percent, and 27 percent. It would be difficult to be more similar 

than that. So do you think that this figure corresponds to a dynamic movement, and 
mainly, how can you progress from this stage in 2 months to a figure which would give 
you sufficient influence to remain in power? 











[Fabius] This figure shows progress but is still very poor. How can we increase 
this figure? By explaining what we are doing and asking the French people to give 
us the means to continue it. 









[Duhamel] And where do you think this is going to lead you? 





[Fabius] It can lead us very far. 





[Duhamel] How do you mean? 


[Fabius] Since you are familiar with opinion polls, you also saw the PARIS MATCH 
opinion poll... 


[Duhamel, interrupting] Yes, I mentioned it, it was one of the three polls. 


[Fabius] Not only on voting intentions but on the great reforms which we have made. 
This is a very interesting poll. 


[Duhamel] If you want, (?I can ask you) a direct question on this particular point. 
So this poll does make a list of the measures taken, assesses the French people's 
reactions, and we note that on many of these social economic measures, etc., the 
French people — if you take the answers measure for measure -- are happy. Yet when 
they are asked about the government's overall policy -- the economic and social 
policies — one sees that they are clearly dissatisfied. 


[Fabius] You are preempting me. This is exactly what I was going to say. 
[Duhamel, laughing] That was on purpose. 


[Fabius] There are two phenomena. The one you have mentioned is when a description 
of the measures which we have taken over 5 years... 


[Duhamel, interrupting] Some measures... 
[Fabius, interrupting] But the most important ones, those considered the most 


important, the French are [word indistinct] completely for them by considerable per- 
centages. On the other hand, when taken as a whole, there is reluctance. 


[Duhamel, interrupting] There is even hostility. 
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[Fabius] Likewise, when ministers are taken individually, some, even many, are 
extremely popular; when the government is taken as a whole, this is less true. 


[Duhamel, interrupting] Absolutely. 


[Fabius! I think that the solution to all this is that we have not made -- we are 
certainly responsible for this -- we have not made the French people understand the 
real meaning of what we have done and what we have done is precisely the totality of 
these measures and their dynamic force. In summary, briefly, I think -- I am sure 

we will come back to this during the program -- that to summarize, what we have done 
over 5 vears, and what I have been doing for nearly 18 months at the head of the 
government, consists of both great reforms, important reforms and good management . 
The great reforms are outlined in all these opinion polls. When the French people 
are asked what they think about retirement at 60, they say: This is very good. When 
they are asked what they think about the wealth tax which we have introduced, thev 
sev it is good. When they are asked what they think of the fifth week of paid holi- 
days, they say it is good. My task, that of the members of the government, is to 
explain now that it is better to trust those who made these reforms when the right 
was voting against them, and that it is better to trust a team which is making France 
win. 


[Duhamel] So how can you manage in 2 months what you have not managed to do in over 
4 years and 10 months? 


(Fabius! Because at election time a dynamic force is created. When, in 1981, we were 
4 or 5 months before the elections, the then president, Giscard d’Fstaing, was way 
ahead of Francois Mitterrand. When the political campaign actually began, things 

were reversed. This is the same dynamic force... 

(Duhamel, interrupcing}] Do you hope to get there? 

[Fabiue] I think we can get very far. When one really asks... [rephrases] you were 
talking earlier about popularity ratings. I add because I do not vant us to appear 

too gloomy, the popularity rating of this tragic situation you were describing is that, 
one of four or five most popular men in France. [as heard] But... 


(Duhamel, interrupting] 38 percent, 38 percent. This is your own worst popularity 
rating. 


[Fabius] Very well, I am part of the decline. 

[Duhamel] Yes, that's right. Your rating was very high and now it is very low. 
[Fabius] This is a bit like that, and I hope it will be like that. [as heard] What 
I would like to say is that if we managed to transfer the support of the French people 
concerning the measures which we are taking, this support of the French people for 

the men and women who lead them, we will be able to obtain much higher figures. 
[Duhamel] How high? 

(Fabius! Much higher. There is no limit; there is no limit. 


[Duhamel] You are not going to get 99 per cent. We are not in Romania. 


[Fabius! No. But we can certainly manage...mv objective is to win. The difference 
from sports is that we don't want to just participate; we want to win. 
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[Duhamel] Alone? 


[Fabius] I do not think so. We cannot reach 50 percent on our own but we can create 
a sufficiently strong core to drow a majority. 


[Duhamel] So, here is someone whose statements you are certainly not going to ques- 
tion, because this is Francois Mitterrand, nor say that they are old because they 
were made on Monday. He explained to the journalists with whom he exchanged season's 
greetings that under the Fifth Republic coalitions had always been in power. There 
Were very rare exceptions, but in fact, coalitions were the norm. So, in 2 months, 
with whom are you going to form a coalition, apart from Olivier Stirn? 


[Fabius] First objective: We want what we stand fcr to get the highest score. This 
can mean either that we become the first French party, which would be very good, or 
that we get closer to the majority. Other parties will be added. The straightforward 
question which will be asked is: We have our political platform. Who accepts 
governing with us? (?Right). When you ask today, as a whole, the RPR, the UDF, the 
Communists [words indistinct], but when the political forces have spoken, if the 
Socialist Party, and those around it, manage to get slightly better scores than 30 
percent, as the proportional system is accompanied by a system with an election by 
absolute majority, which gives an advantage to large parties, we can very well have 
more than 200 deputies. The idea, the objective is the following: To be, by far, 
the first party, to assert our objectives and to gather around us... 


[Duhamel, interrupting] Let us imagine that everything goes well for you, as you say. 
For the time being, there is nothing which proves it, but let us imagine it. You need 
an additional force. It won't be the UDF and the RPR because thev have reached an 
agreement between them, they are presenting themselves together. [passage indistinct | 
[Fabius] [Words indistinct} 

[Duhamel] So you want to seduce them? 

[Fabius] No. [laughter] 

[Duhamel] This is an interesting new policy. I only notice... 

[Fabius, interrupting] We are not going to play this little game. When they want 

to meet they just make an appointment 6 months before and still that is difficult, 

and the knives are under the table. 


[Duhamel] In two departments out of three they have joint lists. This implies, I 
would not say an artificial harmony but at least.... 


(Fabius, interrupting] Listen, I have heard...I think that Mr Barre appeared on this 
very program last time... 


[Duhamel] The one before last. 
[Fabius] I! heard him with great interest. He is an intelligent and skillful man. 


I did not have the impression that his heart was overflowing with love for his partners. 
Perhaps you have a different impression of this. 


[Duhamel] So you do not reject seducing the UDF and the KPR or governing with them. 
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[Fabius] The problem is not like that, you know it very well. The problem is: We 
get a high score... 


[Duhamel, interrupting] In the end it is up to the French to decide; it is up to the 
French to decide. 


[Fabius] If the French people want the Socialists to be the dominant partner in the 
majority, then they must trust us. I! am running in Seine-Maritime. There are two 
major lists, mine and Mr Lecanuet's. 


[Duhamel] Precisely. Mr Lecanuet wants to debate you. Do you want to debate or not? 


[Fabius] What a moment. The question which has arisen in this departmert and others 
is do you think that to conduct the future of this region, or this country, ii is 
better to have Mr Lecanuet or Mr Fabius’ And people are going to vote for one or the 
other. This is the straightforward question which is being asked. 


[De Virieu] Right, your last question Mr Duhamel. 


[Duhamel] All right, my last question: Valery Giscard d'Estaing will hold a press 
conference on Monday on the problem of cohabitation, but he has already given some 
hints as to what he will say because he gave an interview 3 days ago in which he 
defended the argument that cohabitation is a constitutional hypothesis, but that if 
the present parliamentary opposition has the majority [after the election] and 
Francois Mitterrand remains president of the Republic, then...don't look too concerned 
about it, I am sure you follow me very well... 


[Fabius, interrupting] I'm with you, I'm with you. [chuckles] 


[Duhamel] Then, the head of state becomes a kind of constitutional monarch, that is 
to say that he continues to be president, but is no longer really in charge of the 
government that makes the decisions. What do you think of this interpretation? You 
are a lawyer by training, after all. 


[Fabius] Yes. If you ask me, this is nonsense! Every time the question of cohabita- 
tion is brought up, it has to be answered in terms of the Constitution. There is a 
Constitution, it exists, and it has to be applied, and that is not at all the hypothe- 
sis I am talking about. I am here. I am going to fight to win. The rest doesn't 
interest me. Let me add.. 


[Duhamel, interrupting] What happens to President Mitterrand must surely be of great 
interest to you. 


[Fabius] That is not the problem. The question is based on the hypothesis that the 
right wins. Let me tell you the real question people are asking themselves. They 
are not interested whether it is Article X or Y of the Constitution that will be 
applied. The people who are tempted to vote for the right are asking themselves: 
Can it really work? That's the real question being asked. As for me, I think, quite 
honestly, that there is very little chance of this working. Why’? First, because 
institutionally it would be extremely difficult; not so much and not essentially 
because of the relationship between the president of the Republic who exercises this 
function and the prime minister, but because the leaders of the parties of the right 
cannot get along together at all. Regardless of what is being said, there is no 
lasting majority there. 


[Duhamel] So you think there will be a split in the right? 
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[Fabius] That's very likely. They would only be intent on infighting smong themselves 
in order to be the first to arrive on the steps of the Elysee in the test position. 
The second big difficulty is the economic one. I hope we'll come ber’ to this... 


[De Virieu] Oh...ves... 


[Fabius] Well, tne very dogmatic. very ideological program, in my view, which they 
propose -- abolition of weelth tax... 


[De Virieu, interrupting] We'll come back to that in a moment. 


[Fabius] Well this economic program, in my view, would not work, and from a social 
point of view, do you really think that the trade unions and the French people as a 
whole would countenance this without reacting? A whole series of social gains can- 
celled owt? I think that the real problem is not that of knowing whether the 
Constitution would work or not. I think that the president of the Republic, as we 
have seen, will respect his role. But the real problem is: If there was a majority 
of the right, this would create great institutional difficulties, economic difficul- 
ties, and from the social point of view it would be going backward. 


[Duhamel] All right, this is my last word; that means that if the parliamentary right 
gained a majority of seats, hypothetically, then in that case the logic of what you 
have just said is that it would be better to have presidential elections because it 
wouldn't work otherwise? 


[Fabius] No, not at all, the president of the Republic is elected for 7 years. His 
mandate has to be carried out. But we are 2 months away from an election, we have 

to inform people. What I am saying is that there are big risks of a complete shambles 
[la pagaille], if the right were to win. 


[De Virieu] Thank you, Alain Duhamel. 


[(Le Seyne) with viewers’ questions] [words indistinct] What do you intend to do 
about the 15,000 people who run the risk of finding themselves unemployed if an 
administrator is appointed on Saturday for the PROGRES group? Why indulge Hersant 
when the government had known for a long time about the bad circumstances of the 
PROGRES group? With the advent of the Hersant affair the whole left regrets not hav- 
ing up a left press group able to counteract the Hersant group. Why was such a 
group not set up? I also go back to an earlier question that you did not answer: Why 
is the law so quick in indicting Mr Hersant and so slow in trying Klaus Barbie’ 


[Fabius] The Hersant affair is an altogether different thing. First of all let us 
not get things mixed up. The often shocking character of what was read about this 
business is that instead of criticizing the behavior of the Hersant group, which is 
in breach of the law and of pluralism and which represents the thief in this business, 
the law was criticized just as if one were to criticize the policeman in a theft and 
not the thief himself. From the juridical point of view the Hersant affair is 
illegal. From the economic point of view it is quite scandalous because contrary 

to what he often says, the newspapers taken over by Mr Hersant disappear, they are 
absorbed and journalists do not fare well. Politically, what the French do not know, 
or perhaps do not know well enough, is that Mr Hersant is not a nobody. He is a 
deputy. He is already a European deputy, and in that very quality he has immunity. 

He is a candidate on the UDF or RPR lists, I do not know which, in the general elec- 
tion. It is public knowledge that he has under his control as employees or stringers , 
some 20 future deputies. 
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This means that one is almost on the point of forming an Hersant group in the Nationa! 
Assembly and on top of that, you should know and the French should know, it is planned 
within the program of the right to privatize this TV channel on which I am speaking 
tonight, Antenne-i, that Fr-3 1s also to be sold to the private sector. Mr Hersant 

is reportedly among the people projected to be the possible purchasers of this channe!. 
The true question asked is the following: Can the same group or individual possess 

at the same time 20 percent of the national press, 40 percent of the regional press, 
have a 20-deputy group in the National Assembly and perhaps tomorrow become the owner 
of a “V channel such as this? This is the question I would like to ask you who are 
directly interested in this. If in 6 months time, due to a victory of the opposi- 
tion, Mr Hersant is owner of the second TVchanne!, will “The Hour of Truth” continue to 
exist? 


‘(Le Seyne)] Will it be he who gives the answer? 
[Fabius] He will indeed give the ansvwer. 


[De Virieu] All right, we'll continue on economic matters with Philippe Sassier of 
Antenne-2 for a quarter of an hour. Philippe Sassier? 


[Sassier!] I just want to ask you a question about the French people. Considering 
their pockets, when all is said and done, which French people have benefited most from 
the left’s coming to power? 


[Fabius, after a long pause] The paradox is that it is probably both the minimum 
Wage-earners and the investors. [laughter] 


[De Virieu] You say that the French people do not always feel that things are gettig 
better. Well, as you were speaking, we asked the viewers that question, and | think 
it will be interesting to have their impressions. The question was: Do you think 
that the situation of the French economy is beginning to improve? Well, here are the 
ansvers coming up now: 45 percent say yes, 43 percent say no, and 12 percent say they 
don’t know. 


[Sassier] All right, you wanted it, and | wanted it, too, and I think that all the 
questions passed to me by Francois de Virieu show this as well; you wanted to talk 
about unemployment, which has been one of the preoccupations not only of France, but 
of most of the European (’countries) in particular as well. First, how do you see 
the unemployment situation at present, because there is the paradox that the currency 
is doing better, but unemployment is not, on the contrary, despite what has been 
announced. 


[Fabius] Well, here we have to talk about figures. You mean unemployment in France, 
I take it? 


[Sassier] Yes, of course. 


[Fabius] This year, at the end of the year, that is to say at the end of 1985, there 
isa slight reduction inunemployment. There are slightly fewer unemployed at the end 
of 1985 than at the end of 1984, and this inverted tendency is a fragile one. It is 
the first time this has happened for about 15 years. boes this mean, and | can say 


this as prime minister, that we have therefore solved the problem of unemployment? No, 
of course it doesn’t. In my view, this is the number one problem, and I would like to 
explain, if you will give me three or four minutes on this point, how the problem 


presents itself and what policies we must follow to solve it, 
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1 shal! make a comparison. In order to solve -- and it will take a long tire and will 
be difiicult, and those who say that they can solve unemployment by snapping their 
fingers are liars; it will take a long time, and it will be difficult. It's possible, 
as long as [words indistinct], 


If you will allow ae, I want to give vou the whole of my argument. We have to operate 
on the four sides of the square at the same time. First, if we vant to reduce un- 
employment progressively, we have to reduce inflation progressively. This may appear 
Strarge: people wonder what the link is between the two. Well, it is a close onc, 
because if owr goods are cheap, in other words if inflation is low, then we can sell 
more goods in France and abroad; growth can then be greater and unemployment can be 
reduced. 


[Sassiecr] On the condition that we produce what can be soid? 


[Fabius] Of course. The first condition, the first side of the square is therefore 
what is called eliminating inflation, and we are in the process of succeeding in this. 
This vear’s result is the best in 17 years. The second side of the square is what 

I call the training-research-investment axis. That is what is really at the heart 

of the future. Training is the key to everything -- it will allow our young people 

to train for the jobs of tomorrow. Now, we are making enormous efforts in training 
and educetion. Scientific research: tomorrow's products. Investment: tomorrow's 
infrastructure. On this triple level, training, scientific research, and investment, 
we are in the process of winning the fight [words indistinct], 


There is eliminating inflation, there is training, research, and investment. The third 
side of the square is the rearrangement of working hours. Perhaps we shall come back 
to this because it is a current matter. However, it must be understood that if we 

do not make a very great effort to make things better adapted between businesses and 
their wage-earners, if there is no more flexibility, mo more adjustment, we shall not 


manage to solve unemployment. 


The fourth side of the square is the Furopean dimension. We cannot, ourselves, have 

a very high growth rate if our European neighbors -- Britain, Italy, Luxembourg -- 

keep their brakes on. We must act on all four. We are winning against inflation, 

we are winning, and this is a wonderful success, with training, research, and invest- 
ment. We are taking the necessary measures to rearrange working hours. We are pushing 
very hard for European cooperation. 


The president of the Republic and Mrs Thatcher are going to make an historic decision 
in 10 days to link France and Britain. That will create tens of thousands of jobs. 

We want to produce a TCV [high speed train] which goes to Lille, to Brussels, to Bri- 
tain, and to Cologne. So these four areas, including the last one, European coopera- 
tion, are the four areas for employment. We have begun action. If we stop halfway 
then all will be lost. The people who say it is enough to allow the freedom of this 
and the freedom of that to make unemployment disappear are jokers. It's not true. 

We have to operate on these four sides of the square at the same time, and then, 
without giving up our effort, we shall get there, we shall manage to reduce unemploy- 
ment. 


[ Sassier ] You have given figures which are good, it’s true. Nevertheless, next 
year the percentage of youth unemployment — the figures of the European Community — 
is going to rise. There were 15 percent unemployed in 1981; it’s going to rise to 
between 26 and 28 percent. So you can see it is in fact a long way from being beaten. 
Now the question: Why did you wait so long for this flexibility, which is presented 
by some as the only effective way of fighting unemployment’? Because up to now | words 
indistinct], on the problem of growth and the creation of jobs, you have all the same 
pursued a social policy toward unemployment which has been extremely expensive. 
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[Fabius] Two answers: Jean-Pierre Chevenement is dealing with youth unemployment. 
There is a precise relationship, a precise paralle] between the number of young peop! 
who are unemployed in a country and the country’s training effort. The countries whic! 
have fewer young people unemployed -- Germany, for example -- have more young peop! 
in training. Japan bas fewer young people unemployed because they have more 
yourg people in training. We ar« therefore trying to put the maximum number of voung 
people in training. And if I could give a piece of adi:ice to parents, to the children 
who are there, I would say to them: If you want to have the maximum chance -- not 

a 100 percent, but the maxtmum chance of finding a job later -- take the best possible 
training, extend it to the highest level as long as possible, if it corresponds to 

a future job. So I a saying on this matter of youth employment that there is a clos 
link between youth employment and training, and for us this is our first belief. 


Second, the rearranging of working hours. We were not slow, as has been said. 

looked up the facts before coming here in order to explain. We wanted to go along 
with a contractual policy. What does that mean’? That means that we ask the social! 
partners -- the trade unions, the employers -- to hold discussions, telling them that 
we prefer them to reach agreement rather than have the state intervene. You remember 
the discussions which lasted a long time on what was called -- and it’s not a good 
word — flexibility. There were 7, 8 months of talks: They did not reach agreement. 
We did not give in. We said: We want another set of talks on retraining leave. 
They did not reach agreement, so we legislated. We said: We want vou, all the same, 
to discuss the rearrangement of working hours. They did not reach agreement, and 

it was only then, having tried all the contractual possibilities, that we decided 

to legislate. And I want to say, in one word -- because this is a very current matter 
— what it's about. 


People often argue -- I hear some people catching others out -- but in the emd the 
core of the problem is that which interests the French. [passage indistinct] What 

is the problem? It is that increasingly in businesses there are periods of intense 
activity and other periods when there is much less activity. Sometimes it is in 
summer, sometimes in winter; it depends on the industry. And if you do not manage 

to work out some kind of adaptation between the periods when there are a lot of 
orders, the strong periods, and the periods when there is less activity -- what does 
this mean’? It means short working time, it means layoffs, it means a kind of rigidity 
which is detrimental to everyone. Now, by comparison with that we want 4 measur: 

of adaptation. 





[De Virieu) Adaptation is taking place; four agreements are being signed per day in 
businesses. 


[Fabius! But, Mr de Virieu, they are all illegal. 

[De Virieu)] That's right... 

[Fabius, interrupting) Because the labor code was laid down at a time when the 
problem was not really there. What do we fear’? We say: If we block everything, 
that will mean layoffs in the end. Or if we let everything go, there will be a com 
plete lack of control — this is what some of the right-wing parties are proposing. 
We do not want a total block, nor a complete lack of control. 


[De Virieu] Complete lack of control, does this mean that each business... 


[Fabius, interrupting] Does as it pleases, labor legislation will no longer exist, 
and in the end it will depend on the goodwill of some heads of businesses. A modern 
society like ours cannot work like that. 








VII. 10 Jan 86 . | FRANCE 


So, because of this, we need working hours to be rearranged, a kind of flexibility, 
adaptation. Sut we say -- and this is what being a justice of the peace is — it must 
be the social partners who decide. ‘“o agreement is possible if it is mot an agreement 
negotiated by the social partmers. And then, at the same time, it aust help to reduce 
working hours. So we are saying: Rearrange working hours, through the social part- 
ners, and encourage some reduction »f working bours. This is the reasonable way. if 
we do not do that, the result will either be a blocked situation or an explosion 
through a lack of control. 


[Question — fromthis point om it ie not always possibleto identify questioners] A second 
economic question. The government is raising money for a loan today. Is it necessary 
to rob Peter to pay Paul? 


[Fabius} No, it’s not like that. I am not going t= give vow a lecture on econonics, 
but each year in order to finance what is called the deficit, the state needs to 
resort to the market and it does so through loans. The loans are as (’att ract ive) 
as possible. We try to offer them to the public from time to time in order to 
adequately finance the operation of the budget and the ecomomy. This is what is 
happening. These loans are classic. Moreover, | would observe that while one is 
being floated another is being repaid, which has been dwe for } vears now -- since 
1983 — and which was repaid [words indistinct’. 


[Question| I am going to get vou to switch from one theme to another because there 
are quite a few others to discuss, and even some to which | should like to return, 
in particular, unemplovment. On this same program, “The Hour of Truth”, Jacques 
Toubon, the general secretary of the RPR, undertook, if the opposition gets into 
power, to lower unemployment under the next government. If vou remain in power, can 
you make the same promise’ 


[Fabius] This is one of the promises which one can hope for and act toward. One can 
really concentrate all one’s effort to achieve this. But to make a promise that 
there will be this or that unemployment figure is not a responsible thing to do. And 
| shall tell vou exactly why. 


[Question] He did not give any figures, he said a tendency. 
(Fabius) On what date did he say that’ 
[Question] A month ago. 


[Fabius! No, I don’t mean that. [passage indistinct! Ower 5 vears I think it’s 
possible. But why can one not use precise figures’ Because everything depends on 

the creation of jobs, of cowrse. And the creation of jobs does not come about with 

a govermment in office which, by pressing a button, decides to create 10,090, 

20,000, or 100,000 jobs. Jobs come from an active economy, from people who invest, want 
to fight, from heads of businesses and wage earners who hold discussions, from economic 
and social modernization. And I think it is a mistake to say: I am prime minister, 
so I tell you there will be so many unemploved, because this is to put oneself in the 
place of all [word indistinct] leaders. On the contrary, what must be done is to say: 
This is the economic policy I am going to pursue because, in my opinion it should 
allow we to reach a certain result. I think there should be [words indistinct). 


[Question! Prime Minister, (71 would like to know) how many jobs have been created 
in France. You know the reply: We have lost 300,000. [passage indistinct |) 
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[Fabius] '*we seen this argument used a lot. We have lort $00,000. This is ('’the 
exact argument). But do you know how many owr immediate neighbors lest in the sam 
period -- Cermany and the British?’ 


[Question] Yes, they lost some, but they are petting more back now, while we are the 
only ores cot to have an increase... 


[Fabius, interrupting! We have lost between twice as many and two-ard-a-half times 

as many acre than [word indistinct]. Why’ Because, unlike the United States and lepan, 
we did mot have industria! modernization, something which we have been working for. 
soon enough. Often, people say to wse-- and they are right -- that we came to power 

and this or that business closed. Sut I am going to present this to vou in a rather 
shocking way: Don’t you think that we often had to do the dirty work, precisely because 
it was not done before. And this dirty work is heartbreaking: Fwvery time a business 
must be closed down because it no longer has « market -- when 20 people have to be 
fired because if 20 people are not fired then 250 will be. This work was done through 
the courage and the honor of the left because it is in the country’s interests because 
in the end we can modernize and create jobs. And I wish others would have done it 
before we came to power, because if they had we would not hawe had to do it. 


[Question] Why should one believe, trust what you and the Socialists are saving today 
when you were saying the exact opposite before 19817’ Then it was vou who were the 
performing acrobats, creating illusions’ 


[Fabius|} I think that some statements made contained some imprudent remarks... 
[Question, interrupting! Statements by whom’ 


[Fabius] Collective statements -- I have probably made some myself. I accept my 
tresponsibility. In a particular way, we made two mistakes. One mistake was that we 
did mot take into accownt the industrial situation of the cowntry. We thought that 
things would respond more easily to revival action thea was the case. In fact, there 
vere an enormous number of changes to make. So it was an error in judgement. The 
second error was that we thought that throwgh a strong revival program we could make 
the economic machinery take off again rapidiv. And this was not possible; firet of 
all because the other countries did not do so, and aleo because of this industria! 
weakness. These are the two errors. 


[Question] How long did it take for you to notice this? 
[Pabius! At the end of 1981, beginning of 1982. 


[Question] And to what percentage of the aggravation of economic problems, part icu- 
larly unemployment, did this contribute’ 


[Fabius] A very low percentage, I think, as the revival we are talking about at that 
time was one which was particularly linked to social improvements. But basically, 

is it really incomprehensible that a party that had not been in power for over 20 vears 
would only need a few months to be completely in the know about the state of France! 


[Question] So it’s not a good idea to remain in opposition too long? This is clearly 
in favor of the opposition. 





[Fabius] Well, I think it likes being in opposition, so it can stay there a bit 
longer. And we have begun long-term action. 
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[Question] Wow, om the subject of cohabitation -- vou do mot like that word -- vou 
said something which struck me. You said, if the right came to power it is very 
wnlikelw that it can work. Verw well, there are others who sav that, Rawmond Sarre 
says the same thing. Now, it doesn’t work, wou are right, it’s wery unlikely fo work, 
and it does not work... 


[Fabius, interrupting) It is best to avoid it. 


[Question] Okay. Right. that’s the way it is, the clectors are sovereign, the 
opposition ects into power. Who will have to go, the president or the Assenbly’ 


[Fabius] No. It’s not one or the other who must go: It’s France that will have to 
put up with the serious consequences. 


[Du Roy} Are they both going to stay in their place when it does not work? Won't 
one or the other reach the conclusion that they must go’ 


[Fabius! But, Mr Du Roy, when one says, rapidiy, it does not work, -- what does that 
mean in concrete terms’ It means -- | put myself in the hypothetical situation you 
were describing; institutional [word indistinct) they argue, and emongst themselves — 
Barre, GCiscard, Chirac, they {words indistinct! banana skins. 


[Qwestion) Barre, Ciscard, Chirac on one hand, but Mitterrand on the other’ 


[Fabius|] Yes. A bad atmosphere exists. Second!iv on the economic level: They have 
announced their first measures, even if at the moment thew are making it up as they 
go along. 


Regarding immigration the basis of owr belief is thet immigrants whe are here legally 
are at home here. The basis of the riegeht’s belief is that an immigrant is someone 
who should leave (words indistinct]. Let's take a very simple example. I saw in the 
RPR manifesto that a part of the social allowances should be reserved for the French. 
This is a very important difference between them and us. 


[Question] You admitted just now that regarding the results of the left, as vou said, 
they are good, but you admitted that the French are not aware of it, and that the . 
message has not gotten across. We note thet recently the president of the Repub- 
lic himself, in a way which was not expected, has come to the fore, as the saving 

goes, does a lot of explaining, and will go on explaining a lot more, everywhere. Is 
this not a snub, to wee a rather crue! term, for you as head of government, bec aue« 

he has had to replace vou, he has had to replace everyone, all the Socialists together? 
They did not exist, they could not come across in their policy, he had to do the job 
himself? 


[Fabius] 1 do not believe so. I believe that omce there are elections there has 
always been a sort of tripod. 


[Question] But there has never been a presidential commitment to this extent. 
[Fabius] Are you sure? 
[Question] No, there has never been one. 


[Fabius|} Well, you have a short memory. 


[Question] There is a big difference; it is that the predecessors of the president 
of the Republic generally made their speeches during the election campaign or when 
it was over. They gave one speech, and one for which they were criticized, 
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[Fabius] Let us be serious. A president of the Republic cammot be indifferent ¢ 
the general elections. 


[Question] Sut let us not play with words, between indifference and a commitment... 


[Fabius, interrepting) That is the personality of Francois Mitterrand. te hes never 
hidden his light under a bushe!. He fully performs his office. The office of presi- 
dent is not in question in the general elections, but obviously he prefers to haw 

a majority as we have today. 


[Question] But if you had not quareled with Mr Jospin, or if vou had not suf fered 
all these blows that we were talking about a while ago, do vou think he [Yitterrerd! 
would still hawe been in the election battle to the extent be is todavw’ [words 
indistinct | 


[Fabias| The important thing, Mr Du Roy, is not that i have suffered blows, bet it 
is thar now I want to fight again, and maybe even more than ever. 


[Question] That means to give blows?’ 
[Fabius!| Wo, to do it my way. 


[Question] In a recent interview in LE MONDE vow said you are in favor of « redect! 
of the presidential mandate to 5 years. “vy question is very precise. | dom’t want 
you to start explaining the Constitution, which would take ws way off the point. Wer: 
you expressing your own viewpoint, or was it after consulting the president ” 


[Fabius] Well, we have often discussed it. The president, | belliewe, takes the 
view -- well, he would tell you himself if vow asked him -- he intends to favor ) veers. 


[Question] But you seemed to be saving that not only were you in favor, but that this 
could be a matter for a referendum after the elections’ 


[Pabius| Well, it is something that could be done within President “itterrand’s 
7-year term, of course. 


[Question] Thus it is something he is thinking about, and vou have discussed it with 
him? 


[Fabius! We discusced it from time to time. Mavbe vow are aware that there is 
already a bill that has been voted on. The question is whether the president wants, 
or does not want, to put it to a referendum. It is something we have often discwseed, 


ves. 


[Question} Thus this was a remark that was not the opinion of a man who will be 
either a minister or a deputy after March 1986’ 


[Fabius] When I write in general, ' think before writing. 
[Question] This was someone in the president's confidence who was writing. 


[Pabiws! Yes. 


[Question] Three short very precise questions on the Hereant affair. There was om 
put to you right at the beginning of the program, but you did not reply, se I wil! 
rephrase it. Just now you said you wanted the sale canceled. If the sale ts 


canceled, who will pay the wages of the emplovees of LF PROGRES, because the December 
wages have not been paid?’ 
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abius The sale was carried out without any publicity. This is one of the things 
hat can be criticized. No other groups were asked if they wanted to buy. I thinh 
that it there is an chance to have a more public debate there will be other 

r 


[Question] By 11 January? The date of 11 January is not without significance, it 
is the date when Mr Hersant promised to pay the employees of LE PROCRES. 


‘abius! I believe we can move very quickly. 


[Question|] I want to return for a moment to your assessment of Gen Jaruzelski's 
visit to Paris. In the National Assembly at the end of your speech in which you 
expressed your concern, you said, you implied -- at least | think everyone understood 
it so — that your concern would be dispelled if this meeting — you quoted a phrase 


~ 


rom Wales — if the meeting had results. Well, are there results? 


erry + 


\Fabius!] Yes, 1 think I did quote Walesa, because it seems to me an obvious viewpoint, 
and I discussed this with the president of the Republic. In time a meeting like this 
is judged, but in time is not after a few weeks, it is after a few months, sometimes 
atter several vears. 


[Question] Thus for the moment, no results. 

Fabius! We must bide our time. 

Question! Would you have remained in your post if the elections were not so close? 
Fabius) I never fight against my own side. 


‘Question!] Were you also concerned when President Mitterrand met with Colonel Al- 
QOachdhati on Crete? 

|Fabius That was a completely different matter. It was a matter of talks to see 
whether a solution could be tound in Chad. It was not directly concerned with the 
events of today. No, the president of the Republic intormed me of it. It was some- 
thine with which I had knowledge of at that time. 


[Question] Would it have been enough for him to inform you about Gen Jaruzelski's 
visit for you not to be concerned? 


[Fabius| These are questions that concern only the president and the prime minister. 


DUMAS SUPPORTS EFC MEETING ON LIBYA SANCTIONS 





LD091320 Paris Domestic Service in French 1300 GMT 9 Jan 86 


‘Text] Mr Roland Dumas, the minister of external relations, has agreed that the 
EC foreign affairs ministers should meet as quickly as possible as demanded by Italy. 
The Twelve will study the issue of sanctions against Libya, sanctions demanded by the 
United States following the attacks carried out at the end of last year in Rome and 


Vienna for which Washington holds Libya responsible. 
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The U.S. ambessador to France was received at the Quai d‘Orsay this morning and he 
explained Washington's position on this matter in detail. 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS SECRETARY IN WARSAW FOR TAI KS 
LD100945 Paris Domestic Service in French 0800 GMT 10 Jan &6 


[Text] For the first time since the Polish Government's crackdown on the Solidarity 
trade union, a member of the French Government is visiting Warsaw. Jean-Michel Baylet, 
the French secretary of state tor external relations, had talks yesterday with Marian 
Orzechowski, the Polish foreign affairs minister. The two men were to have discussed in 
particular the issue of political prisoners in Poland. Baylet was to have given his 
Polish counterpart a list of prisoners that France would like to see released. This 
action takes place in a context of relations that Thomas Schreiber analyzed for us: 


According to those close to the secretary of state, the French Government views 

the close links with various Eastern bloc countries as a possible help to those countries 
in freeing themselves from Soviet domination, thereby increasing their independence. 

It is also being said that France having been the first to receive General Jaruzelski 

and the first to welcome Mikhail Gorbachev, can consider itself as acting in conformity 
with the spirit of Geneva. It remains to be seen if there will be any concrete result: 
following the resumption of the French-Polish dialogue. 


Jean-Michel Baylet has come to Warsaw to talk, officially at least, about economic pro- 
blems. However, the essentially political nature of the visit, which coincides with 

the publication of an appeal by Lech Walesa to his fellow countrymen to mobilize for the 
release of polit i sl prisoners, has, not gone unnoticed by any observer. 


On Thursday afternoon, the secretary of state tor external relations had talks in turn 
with Cardinal Glemp and the Polish foreign affairs minister. Up to now, nearly al! 
high-ranking Western visitors have also met members of the opposition, an opposition 
that is paying close attention to every detail of this visit, the first visit to Poland 
by a momber of the French Government since December 1981. 


FLNKS STILL UNDECIDED ON ELECTION PARTICIPATION 
HK100308 Hong Kone AFP in English 0249 GMT 10 Jan 8&6 


[Text] Noumea, New Caledonia, Jan 10 (AFP) <= The chairman of the Kanak Socialist 
National Liberation Front (FLNKS), Jean-Marie Tjibaou, flatly denied here Friday that 
the front has decided whether to compete in the French general election next March 16. 
The Paris newspaper LA CROIX had reported Thursday that the FLNKS would boycott the 
election. The report was based on an interview with Mr Tjibaou several weeks apo. 

"I simply said that none of the frort's member groups had nominated any candidate yet 
and that we were in tact thinking about whether it would be opportune to present any 
candidates, since it will be a colonial election,” Mr Tjibaou had one of his assistants 
tell AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE. 


His Kanak (Melanesian) pro-independence coalition is expected to reach a decision within 
a few weeks. One of this South Pacific island's two present representatives in the 
French National Assembly is a member of the FINKS. He is Rock Pidjot, who like Mr 
Tiibaou is a militant of the Caledonian Union, the front *s most moderate party, and 


the biggest one. 
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CRAXI RECEIVES REAGAN LETTER ON LIBYAN SANCTIONS 
LDO81849 Rome International Service in Italian 1555 GMT 8 Jan 86 


[Text] U.S. President Reagan has sent a letter to Prime Minister Craxi, who is to make 
an official visit to Egypt next Tuesday, in which he outlined the subjects discussed in 
his recent press conference when he announced economic sanctions against Libya. 


ANDROETTI, SPADOLINI ON CHANGES IN LIBYAN TIES 
LDO91746 Rome International Service in Italian 1555 GMT 9 Jan 86 


[Text] Prime Minister Craxi chaired a Council of Ministers meeting that met this after- 
noon to examine the Middle East issue and the doctors’ situation. There was a review 

of investigations under way concerning information available on countries which 
reportedly support the actions of groups that perpetrate attacks such as those at 

Rome and Vienna airports. 


In the course of the meeting the prime minister revealed the contents of the letter 
which the U.S. President sent him yesterday via the U.S. Embassy in Rome. In the 
meeting an accurate analysis was made of the political and economic relations between 
Italy and Libya in view of possible consultations within the Community aimed at 
activating European political cooperation in this area. 


Meanwhile, Foreign Minister Andreotti has said that [Italian personnel will not replace 
that of U.S. firms in Libya, and Italy has decided to stop arms sales in areas deemed 
to be dangerous. Before the cabinet meeting started, Defense Minister Spadolini 
reiterated that any decision on sanctions against Libya must be taken within the 
European framework. 


As for the Italian-Libyan economic sector, Spadolini said that trade exchange is not 

in our favor, because we invest and do not take anything. Libya, he added, pays nothing 
or very little. According to the defense uinister, a gradual economic disengagement 

in Italian-Libyan economic relations is required because these are economic and political 
factors to be assessed [words indistinct] taking into account Italy's position in tlh 


Mediterranean and the fight against terrorism. 

Andreotti said at the end of the meeting that the accusations of direct or indirect 
responsibility for terrorist actions leveled by the United States against Libya were 
confirmed by recent statements by the Tripoli foreign minister. 

SCALFARO ON STATUS OF AIRPORT ATTACK INVESTIGATION 


AU092249 Vienna Television Service in German 2015 GMT 9 Jan 86 


[Interview with Interior Minister Oscar Luigi Scalfaro by Karl Peter Chlarz on 
9 January in Vienna -- recorded; in Italian with superimposed German translation] 


[Text] [Scalfaro] It now seems to be a fact that the airport terrorists entered Italy 
at the border checkpoint of [rieste by train from Yugoslavia. It seems they entered 

the country with absolutely valid, not forged, passports. These passports were exchanged 
for forged passports after their arrival in Italy. 
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They lived in boarding houses and small hotels -- only a short time in each one 
they took turns. They probably wanted to cover their tracks so that they could 
easily identified by hotel staff. We have to assume that at first they thems 
not know what their mission was. Only a short time, perhaps 2 or 3 days before t 
attack were they inforwed of their mission and we have evidence of that. 


— 


The arrested terrorist, who is being held in maximum security in an Italian prison, 
stated that he had a rasi: treated in Rome's San (Galicano) dermatological clini 
This is true, we checked. It really is strange, it even seems illogical -- if lowi: 


can be applied to such persons and events -- that a member of a suicide commando group 
cares for his health in such a way even though he knows that he will have to die a few 
d-ys later. He was not seriously ill; the disease was only a nuisance, but not 
serious. 


[Schwarz] Is there a connection between the Rome terrorists and the PLO official wi 
was arrested some months ago in Verona? 





[Scalfaro] We consider anything is possible since the Italian courts discovered 
cooperation between the Red Brigades, which is leftist terrorism, and rightist 

terrorism. These groups actually should fight each other but they have been fou 

to be accomplices. If one proceeds from cooperation between the Mafia's organized 

crime, drug trafficking, and terrorism, then one has to consider any hypothesis possible. 
But we can act only when we have conclusive reasons. 


[Schwarz] Thus you do not exclude the possibility that there might be other grou 
responsible for the attack besides the Abu Nidal group? 


[Scalfaro] I do not exclude anything at all. With the facts | cannot say that we hav 
only one clue in hand and that all others should be excluded. No | certainly do not 


say that, because I lack the concrete facts of the investigating magistrates, if they 
themselves have these facts. 


[Schwarz] Would it thus be too early to say that the Abu Nidal group is responsible: 


{Scalfaro] I think so. I say this because I have not yet received the most recent 
results of the investigations. I will probably get them within a few days, and as «* 
as | get them I will immediately inform my Austrian colleague. 
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SOARES, ZEHNA EXCHANGE CHARCES DURING IV DEBATE 





PM091310 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in Portuguese 3 Jan 86 p 4 


[Unattributed report: "PCP, Eanes, and Portuguese Socialist Party's Internal Affairs 
Dominate Entire Debate"! 


[Text] The fourth debate between presidential candidates organized by Portuguese 

Radio and Television -- a conversation between Mario Soares and Salgado Zenha -- saw 

a comparison of two blueprints both of which identify with the democratic left but 

are antagonistic, especially regarding the support each candidates enjoys. Mario Soares 
insisted on describing Salgado Zenha's candidancy as liable to split the left, as 
fratricidal and irSued with “popular frontism.” Salgado Zenha, for his part, repeatedly 
stressed that Mario Soares’ candidacy is unrealistic and doomed to failure, since it is 
based on an “anti-Eanes and anticommunist crusade," thus giving Freitas do Amaral 

a chance of victory. The next debate, between Maria de Lurdes Pintasilgo and Zenha, is 
scheduled for 7 January. 





Salgado Zenha opened the fourth television debate by saying that Mario Soares’ 
presidential candidacy is unrealistic since it is based on an “anti-communist and anti- 
Eanes campaign,” that is, against the two basic forces which “oppose Freitas do Amaral,” 
whose candidacy, he said, was bound to cause “social conflict and split the country." 
"The anti-Eanes and anticommunist crusade cannot be shared by all Portuguese people,” 
Zenha said, adding that Soares would be "a bad president,” if elected. 


Mario Soares began his reply — after greeting his interlocutor and recalling their 
cooperation in many struggles -- by saying that Salgado Zenha's victory “would be 
terrible for the country” because it would mean a victory “for what is most conservative 
in Portuguese society -- the Communist Party.” "All those who wish to ally with the 
Communist Party are in a very sorry situation,” he added. With regard to anti-Eanesism, 
Soares said he did not know what Eanesism is and that he could not theretore be anti- 
Eanesist. 


In reply, Zenha recalled his battles against the Communist Party when it wanted to 
alter the democratic system by attempting to establish a single trade union and on 

25 November [1975, when a left-wing coup attempt was defeated]. Zenha went on to stress 
that his stance toward the Communists was the same as Soares’ in 1977 in the Assembly of 
the Republic when he said that he was not asking for the Communists’ votes but that 

he would not reject them. "I am neither a Marxist nor a Communist,” he said, “but 

it is unrealistic to reject the Communist Party's votes” if one aims to “defeat Freitas 
do Amaral’s candidacy.” 


Soares cited his interlocutor'’s remarks about not being able to be elected without the 
Communist Du.ty's votes, stressing that the key point of the debate was “Dr Alvaro 
Cunhal's support end blessing for Zenha's candidacy." At this point Zenha interrupted 
to reassert that his stance regarding the Communist Party was as clea: as Soares’ 
remarks to the Assembly of the Republic in 1977. 


Nevertheless, Mario Soares returned to the issue, suggesting that Zenha explain Alvaro 
Cunhal’s support, what had been requested in exchange, and the covergence between the 
Communist Party leader and General Ramalho Eanes in their support for his candidacy. 
The resigned Socialist leader went on to describe Zenha's candidacy as one which will 
split the left; as being fratricidal, imbued with “popular frontism ultra-conservative; 
and as lacking any political blueprint. 


Describing Soares’ remarks as “logorrheic,” Salgado Zenha replied that he would always 


adopt the most steadfast stances in defense of the democratic process and, citing the 
"pacem in terris" [peace on earth] encyclical, he said that “you cannot confuse the error 
with the man who errs,” referring to Soares’ charges regarding Communist support. 
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The debate became more animated when the moderator asked Salgado Zenha why he left the 
Socialist Party. 

Though he said there were more important issues to discuss Zenha did not evade the ques- 
tion and stated that his departure trom the Portuguese Socialist Party [PSP] took place 
partly because he believed a presidential candidate should be independent but that the 
basic background to it was his gradual estrangement from the party since 1980. His 
“patience was exhausted" as he watched Soares “introduce into the PSP a system of con- 
trolling political opinions” through a computerized system. Zenha accused Soares of 
introducing into the PSP "a data bank of political information relating to its member: 
conduct and positions, in contravention of Article 35, Section 4, of the Constitution.’ 


? 
“ 
? 
— 


Comparing this situation with that which Orwell described in his novel "1984," Zenha 
described it as intimidating for party members and antidemocratic, adding that he could 
not understand how Soares could swear on the Constitution while practicing such “meth- 
ods.” 


In reply to Zenha‘'s charges Soares said that these issues should “be discussed in the 
proper forum,” within the PSP, and that the charges are ridiculous, since similar conm- 
puters existed in all the parties. According to Soares, the strange thing was how all 
the PSP's files had been copied by the National Committee for the Reelection of 
President Eanes. He described his interlocutor’s arguments in this part of the debate 
as “pure fantasy” and as “logically unsound.” [quotation marks as published] Before 
the end of the first part of the debate the two candidates returned to the issue of the 
"fratricidal" candidacy which Soares accused Salgado Zenha of representing. 


According to Soares, the term "“fratricidal” was justified since Zenha's candidacy was 
destroving the PSP as the stalwart of freedom in Portugal.” [quotation marks as pub- 
lished] For his part, Zenha replied that it was only Soares’ “totalitarian out look" 
that could threaten the PSP. 


In the second part of the debate, Mario Soares said in reply to the moderator’s question 
about the two candidates’ presidential blueprints that he wants to ensure “political 
stability” in order to carry out a “controled change” in Portuguese society. He also 
said it was necessary to “alter the political system, which has not provided stability, 
and also the economic system, which has not succeeded in generating much wealth.” He 
acded that for Portugal to be successful within the EFC it needs political stability 

and social tranquillity, wich in his opinion are impossible with the PCP. "My candi- 
dacy basically identifies with the democratic system,” he said. 

Salgado Zenha rejoined that the EEC is “a major challenge for Portugal," adding that it 
must not be regarded as “the achievement of a single individual.” He pointed out that 
he, Zenha, was the first to advocate Portugal's entry into the EFC at a time when such 
a proposal “was difficult and even dangerous.” Having said that accession to the EC 
was not entirely Soares’ work, Salgado Zenha added that during the latest (PSP-Soctial 
Democratic Party [PSD]) government “corruption increased greatly, rule by the party in 
power and partisanism increased greatly, and even the social costs of austerity were not 
fairly distributed." As for his blueprint -- "New Democracy, New Republic” -- Zenha 
said he aimed to open up the administration, to put an end to the secrecy of the state, 
to create the conditions for decentralization, and to achieve harmony between government 
and opposition. 


” 


Next Mario Soares said that it was “shocking” to hear Zenha talk about the party in 
power ruling and claims that the parties had been “national confederations of particular 
clientele." He criticized Zenha for di sapproving of a party leader's standing for the 
presidency while approving of the current president 4 support for a4 part. 
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He added that he does not intend to practice “apartheid” against the Communist Party but 
wants it to convert to democracy and repent its past actions. Soares cited the fact 
that his interlocutor’s sole government experience was as minister in the provisional 
governments and said that he had been “excluded from puiic life for 10 years.” 


In reply, Zenha said he was not opposed to the parties but that he had always criticized 
“certain factors which I consider anomalous” both within the PSP and the other parties, 
and that it was for that reason that Soares called him “the moral conscience” of the 
Socialist Party. He added with regard to Soares that “when he has no ideas he just 
cites negative attitudes, such as anti-Eanesism or anticommunism.” He stressed that 
when Soares said that the Communists will not repent or convert to democracy he is 
“displaying intolerance” because democratically “you cannot force anyone to convert or 
to repent.” Regarding government experience, Zenha said that Soares “resorts to self- 
praise” and added that we live in a democracy, not an aristocracy in which only the 
experienced have access to public posts. 


For his part, Soares said that the New Republic was that of [former Portuguese 
President] Sidonio Pais, that Salgado Zenha wants an “extended central bloc” with the 
PSP, the PSD, and the Democratic Renewal Party -- though he did not mention the PCP -- 
and stressed that in his opinion "what we are dealing with are two projects for the 
radicalization of Portuguese society” (those of Zent.s and Freitas do Amaral) dangerous 
to a “fragile democracy” such as ours, which requires a president with government 
experience who can act as “mediator” in Portuguese society's conflicts. Salgado Zenha 
said that Freitas do Amaral would adopt only apparently constitutional measures that 
would hinder democratic rotation and that the president must have "a program of 
objectives and principles” and act as "a linchpin of unity among the Portuguese people 
to ensure the maximum possible consensus in political matters. He added that Mario 
Soares “has a lot to say, but his ideas are not in proportion to his words” and that he 
lacks “specific ideas concerning the problems.” 


Both candidates went on to advocate a constitutional revision, albeit with different 
outlooks, and argued that decentralization did not have to be carried out 
simultaneously in all regions. Soares also said that Zenha “is the visible candidate 
of invisible candidates who stand behind him’ while Salgado Zenha said that in the 
second round he would never vote for Freitas do Amaral, whose blueprint he considers 
“the most dangerous.” 
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SOVIET MISSILES SEEN AS THREAT TO AREA 





PM081213 Copenhagen POLITIKEN in Danish 1 Jan 86 p 9 


[Report by Jens Holsoe: “The Soviet Union Has 1,500 Atomic Bombs Targeted on the 
Nordic Area”) 


[Text] Soviet nuclear weapons in the Baltic and in the areas bordering on the Nordic 
area are a threat to the whole idea of a nuclear weapons-free zone. In the whole 
political debate both supporters of the zone and those skeptical toward it have been 
vague in their references to this threat, because few people are aware of the extent 
of the nuclear stockpiles. 


Now SNU, the Security and Disarmament Committee, has published a report entitled 
"Nuclear Weapons and the Zone” which makes a full inventory of the various nuclear 
weapons which could be used against the Nordic area and which have probably been de- 
ployed for such a purpose. This little report will undoubtedly become a key docu- 
ment in the future debate on a nuclear weapons-free zone. 


In the work for a nuclear weapons-free zone people look forward to an arrangement 
which will be guaranteed by the great powers, particularly the United States and the 
Soviet Union. For the United States and the other two nuclear powers in the West -- 
Britain and France — giving such a guarantee is hardly likely to cause practical! 
problems. Whether there is any political desire to do so is another question. 


But the Soviet Union has a significant quantity of nuclear weapons deployed in the 
Baltic and on the Kola Peninsula close to Finland, inthe Baltic republics, and in 
northern Poland and East Germany, and the Nordic countries must demand to have these 
weapons removed or ask to have them reduced if a zone is not to be merely an illusion. 


The report, which is written by Tomas Ries, says unambiguously that there are a 
number of medium- and short-range nuclear weapons that are deploved so that they can 
only reach targets in Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Sweden and which must therefore 
be viewed as irreconcilable with a nuclear weapons-free zone. 


On land, on the Kola Peninsula and in the other regions bordering on the Nordic 
countries, between 568 and 670 nuclear warheads have been deployed and these can on 
the whole only be used against the Nordic area. 


These include short-range nuclear shells with a range of 30 to 45 km. There are also, 
for example, nuclear missiles like the SS-12 with a range of 900 km, the SS-IC [as 
received] (300 km), and the more modern SS-21 which has a range of around 120 km, 

They total about 85-90 missiles. But there is in addition a new type of cruise 
missile -- the SS-C-1B, with a range of around 450 km. 


In the report Ries has also counted the nuclear weapons deployed on ships in the 
Baltic. There are 328 warheads fitted to various types of short-range sea-launched 
missiles which have ranges from around 50 to 450 km. The problem with this type of 
weapon is that several of them can deliver both conventional and nuclear warheads. 
This could make it almost impossible for small countrics, like the Nordic nations, to 


check then. 


Finally Ries estimates that Soviet ships in the North Atlantic and the Norwegian 
Sea have around $50 nuclear weapons of the same types and that these must also must 
be considered to be targeted on Nordic territory. 


A particular political problem are the 6 old Golf-class submarines in the Raltic which 
are each equipped with 3 SS-N-5 missiles with a range of 1,400 km. Each of these 
missiles carries a “doomsday bomb” with an explosive force of 1 megaton, enough to 


destroy a major city. 




















— 
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Both the submarines and the missiles are 26 years old and some experts take the view 
that they are only stationed in the Baltic to be used as an object in negotiations for 
a nuclear vweapon-free zone. 


Close to the Nordic area, in Schleswig-Holstein, NATO has deployed 36 nuclear shells 
and 6 older Lance missiles with a range of 110 km. We must also accept that U.S. and 
British Navy ships, including submarines, equipped with nuclear weapons regularly sail 
along the Norwegian coast. Hence, Ries points to the new cruise missiles on board U.5. 
Navy ships which can be launched from the North Atlantic and travel across the Nordic 
area toward targets in the northern Soviet Union. 





In Sweden in particular the Army has made a close study of what to do about the U.S. 
cruise missiles deployed in Britain intended for targets in the same area. Almost 

all of them will fly over Swedish territory, in the Swedish Armed Forces’ view. That 
is why it has been officially announced that such overflights will be viewed as a 
territorial violation and that Sweden will attempt to shoot down these cruise missiles. 


With the advent of these new types of weapons new problems have been put before the 
politicians when they come to negotiate a zone. Can the Nordic countries accept that 
the area should be an air corridor for nuclear weapons on their way to targets outside 
the Nordic area? 


Ries only mentions these new weapons in connection with submarine-based missiles and 
the SS-20 as a “gray zone problem.” SMU completely omits nuclear mines and torpedoes 
from the report. These are to be found on board both Soviet and U.S. warships but 
they are almost impossible to check on and it is even more impossible to determine 
where they will be used. 


SNU‘s report shows that it is considerably easier to wish for a guaranteed Nordic 
nuclear weapons-free zone than it will actually be to negotiate a guarantee from the 
Soviet Union in particular. 

NORWAY 


CONVICTED SPY TREHOLT TO CHALLENGE EVIDENCE 





AU0B1024 Paris A’P in English 1014 GMT & Jan 86 


[Text] Oslo, Jan « AFP) — Defense lawyers for Arne Treholt, the former Norwegian 
state secretary sent ced to 20 years imprisonment for espionage for the Soviet Union, 
plan to ask for a ret: al. 


The lawyers will challeng photographic evidence presented by the police to show that 
Treholt had received substantial cash payments from the KGB. Financial gain was stated 
as Treholt’s main motivation by Oslo’s high court of appeals last summer when he was 
sentenced to the law's maximum penalty. 


The lawyers said a report by photographic experts on pictures of an envelope that 
police claim contained 15,000 U.S. dollars paid to Treholt by the KGB, justifies a 
mistrial decision by the Supreme Court, which is now hearing witnesses in preparation 
of an appeal by Treholt. 
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SWEDEN 
FISHING QUOTA AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH USSR 
PMO71459 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 21 Dec 85 p 8 
[Report by Ake Ekdahl: “Soviet Cod in Exchange for Swedish Herring”] 


[Text] The Swedish and Soviet negotiators shook hands on an undertaking to avoid new 
fishing disputes in the Baltic in the future when yesterday they signed the agreement 
on next year’s fishing quotas. 


During the talks the Soviet Union's brusque expulsion of the Swedish fishing boats, 
Elisabeth and Poseidon, from the Soviet fisherics zone off Gotland was also raised. 


The Swedes reminded the Russians that the zone is « sea area that is normally open for 
fishing. During military exercises for cxample, vessels in the area should, according 
to international practice, be informed and given an opportunity to leave the area 
without risk to life or property, Swedish chie! negotiator department head Stefan de 
Mare said. 


Sweden and the Soviet Union agreed to inform ome another in good time of such changes 
as could happen in their respective zones and also agreed that the procedures for 

the exchange of such information shouid be improved. Proposals as to how this is to be 
achieved will be exchanged between the two sides within 60 days, a joint communique 
stated. 


At the talks no demands were made for compensation for the tackle and catches lost by 
the Swedish fishermen. This is a matter which will be dealt with by the Foreign 
Ministry. Nor was there any mention of the major demarcation line dispute between 
Sweden and the Soviet Union about fishing rights in the so-called white zone between 
Gotland and the coasts of the Baltic republics. 


The agreement on fishing quotas in the Baltic means that next year Sweden is allowed 
to fish 5,500 metric tons of cod and 115 metric tons of salmon in Soviet fishing 
waters, while the Russians will be allowed to take 18,450 metric tons of herring in 
Swedish waters. 


This is a 1,500-ton increase in the cod quota and also represents an increase over 
herring catches this year. In value terms the new avotas balance each other out. 


Sweden is keen to increase its cod catch and since cod stocks have decreased the 
Russians declared their readiness to forgo a corresponding increase for their own 
fishing industry. 


‘VULNERABILITY’ IN EVENT OF CRISIS CONSIDERED 





PM081425 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 5 Jan 86 p 2 
[Editorial: “Easy To Paralyze Sweden") 


[Text] The new year began with power cuts over large areas of western Sweden. Saying 
after every storm or incident — like the one outside Enkoping a while ago -=- that 
things like this cannot be allowed to happen again does not seem to help. Between 
the breakdowns the vulnerability is forgotten and far too few attempts to safeguard 
themselves against possible repetition. 
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tricity supply is ome of the most vulnerable of the networks which connect the 
* parts of the country. At present the Army is being deployed to help those living 
te spots, whose access roads are blocked by snow. But vhat would happen in a 
in which the electricity supply had been interrupted and the Army was busy 


erablility in a crisis or war situation is one of the most serious problems with 
defense committee at least ought to deal. It is clear that the restructuring 
«Jen's economic defenses vith the aim of getting every organization to itself 
reater responsibility for handling crises has still not been a success. Here 
there people are still counting on the state, through emergency services and con- 
et stockpiling, for example, simply to alleviate possible future disasters. 


ir ompanies are nowadays realizing more and more often that it is in their own in- 
terest to build inte their operations protection against unexpected unpleasant occur- 
renees. ‘iowewer, it has been considerably more difficult to produce a similar under- 
‘» (lee within state enterprises -- such as the telecommunications board, for example, 
s its mew telephones and exchanges has left no room for alarm signals. in the 
»ealth care local authorities have made themselves entirely dependent on dis- 
Lc materials and at at the same time have assumed no responsibility for the stock- 
f health care articles. 





swedish emergency supply policy seems to be based on the assumption that it will 
ly be clothes and shoes that would be in short supply in a blockade situation. 

r. there is nothing to indicate that this would be the case; instead, it is likely 
‘astic products and computer chips would be some to the products in short supply. 
1s tood products are concerned one of the biggest problems is managing distri- 

) »oth to and from the nowadays so heavily centralized food industry and to the 
rwise undersupplied Norrland. If in a crisis situation Svoden were to be cut in 
ore would be bunger in the north and darkness in the south. 


toout a qumber of basic services functioning for the whole population, military de 
coses can hardly be considered to have any meaning. Vulnerability in a number of areas 


1 ed Ue od. 


. we hawe been able to note in the last tew days this Would be useful in peacet ime 
is soom as it starts to snow and blow more than is usual. 


UNIONISTS DENIED VISAS TO POLAND 





'940 Stockholm Domestic Service in Swedish 1700 GMT 9 Jan 86 


+! The second chairman of the LO [Swedish Trade Union Confederation] Rune Molin, 
| the head of the LO's international department, Erik Karlsson, have been refused 
_ to Polend. They were due to travel there to gather information regarding the views 
hemmed trade union movement, Solidarity, and on the situation in the country. 
rdiae to plans, they also were due to meet with Solidarity leader Lech Walesa. 
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FURTHER REPORTACE OX HESELTINE’S RESIGNATION 





Thatcher Recrets Resignation 
LDO91724 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in Emzlish 1615 GMT $9 Jan & 


[Text] Mrs Thatcher tonight wrote to Mr Heseltine: “Dear Michael, it was with great 
regret that I accepted your decision to leave the cabinet and the government. 


“I was very glad that you supported this morning our decision to reaffirm our policy 
that it is for the Westland company to decide the course to follow in the best interest 
of the company and its emplovees. 


"It was therefore a matter for regret that you were alome in being unable to accept 
the cabinet’s decision on how to give practical effect to that policy by inter- 
departmental clearance of all answers to questions addressed to ministers during this 
period of sensitive commercial negotiations and decisions. 


"I want to thank you for your contribution to the work of Conservative governments 
over the years. Your career in government has been ome of distinction from the time 
you joined the Ministry of Transport in 1979 and subsequently became the minister for 
aerospace and shipping. 


“While you were secretary of state for the environment between 1979 and 1983 you pio- 
neered radical] changes in the effective management o! departmental business. 


“You carried through our policy on the right to buy local authority howsing which has 
greatly expanded home ownership. You launched the development corporations in Mersyside 
and the London docklands. 


“As secretary of state for defense vou presided over the historic reorganization of the 
ministry itself. 


"You have set us on the path of achieving better value for money from defence procure- 
ment and in the dockyards services bill vow have shaped a policy for the radical reform 
of the naval dockyards. 


“I am therefore very sorry about the decision that you took this morning. Yours ever, 
Margaret.” 


Heseltine Holds Press mierence 
LDO911853 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 1803 OTT 9 Jan %& 


[Text] Mr Michael Heseltine said tonight that he resigned as defence secretary because 
he could no longer stay with honowr in Mrs Thatcher's cabinet. He told a press confer- 
ence at the Ministry of Defence: "If the basis of trust between the prime minister and 
her defence secretary no longer exists, there is no place for me with honowr in such a 
cabinet.” 


Mr Heseltine looked rense as he chronicled the sequence of events over the past few 
months which ended with his surprise resignation today He accused Mrs Thatcher's 
goverment of making "a deliberate attempt” to avoid addressing the profound issues of 
Britain's future as a technologically-advanced cowntry. “This ts not a proper way to 
carry on government and ultimately not an approach for which | can share responsibil- 
ity,” he said. 














Vil. 10 Jan 8 Q 2 UNITED KINGDOM 


Mr Heseltine told the packed press conference of the background to the crisis which 
came to a head today, going over government policy on helicopters from as far back 
as 1978. For 25 minutes he read out a prepared statement, detailing how he had taken 
on the cabinet in the increasing!, bitter row. Much of the information he read out 
was sew and it appears one of the first crises in the battle came at the cabinet 

on Thursday, December 12 when the prime minister, according to Mr Heseltine, refused 
to allow a discussion of the Westland isswe. 


He said: “I insisted that the cabinet secretary should record my protest in the 
cabinet minutes.” But when the minutes were circulated later, there was no reference 
to any discussion about Westland and no record of his protest. 


“Before the next cabinet meeting. I complained to the secretary of the cabinet,” said 
Mr Heseltine. “He explained that the item had been omitted from the ninutes as the 
result of an error and he subsequently circulated an addendw in the form of a brief 
note of the discussion. “The minutes, as finally issued, still did not record ay 
protest and I have since informed the secretary of the cabinet that | am still not 
content with the way in which this discussion vas recorded.” 


At the following cabinet meeting, on December 19, there was again no attempt “to 
address these fundamental issues,” said Mr Heseltine. “it was iaid down that it was 
the policy of the government that it was for Westland to decide what was the best 
course to follow.” 





On December 23, Mr Heseltine wrote to his cabinet colleagues, setting owt his views 
on the implications of both the European and Sikorsky offers and asking that the 
government should “exercise its proper responsibility on so important a matter of 
defence industrial policy.” He said it would still have been possible at that time 
for the government to meet and re-state its preferences, but his request for a meeting 
was refused by the prime minister. 


A further wrangle involved a letter from Westland Chairman Sir John Cuckmey to the 
prime minister on December 30, seeking assurances about the position of the helicopter 
company should it proceed with a Sikorsky link-up. 


Mr Heseltine said Sir John’s letter should have been referred to his department for 
advice and a draft reply. But instead the prime minister’s private secretary sent it 
to the Department of Trade and Industry and Mr Heseltine only received his copy a day 
later. 


"I pointed out that these were matters within my ministerial responsibility but the 
letter was not transferred to my department for answer,” he said. “I also pointed out 
that the line the prime minister proposed to take was materially misleading.” 


A reply to Sir John's letter was eventually hammered out at 10 pm on New Year's five 
and later, on January 3, Mr Heseltine amplified those parts of the initial reply which 
“sought to hide the reality of Westland's position” in a letter to Lloyds Merchant 
Bank, advisers to the Puropean consortiun. 


The following day came the now-famous letter from Solicitor-General Sir Patrick Mayhew 
accusing X Heseltine of “material inaccuracies” in his letter to Lloyds. Mr 
Heseltine said that within two hours of receiving the solicitor-general’s letter, 
"damaging selected passages had been leaked to the PRESS ASSOCIATION.” He said: 

* cannot comment on the source of these leaks on which there will no dowbt be a full 
inquiry in the normal way. No one can dowbt their purpose.” 


The government, in its official position, had sought to suggest that it had adopted 
an even-handed approach between the two offers. But Mr Heseltine charged: “In 
practice, throughout, the attempt has been made to remove any obstacle to the offer 
by Sikorsky-Fiat, even to the extent of changing existing government policy.” 
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One of Mr Beseltine’s most damaging charges against the gowermment came towards the end 
of his lengthy statement when he said Trade and Industry Secretary Mr Leon Brittan 
personalty told Sritish Aerospace Managing Director Sir Raymond Lygo on Wednesday that 
BAC [Sritish Aerospace Corporation) was acting against the “national interest” and 
should vithdraw from the European consort iun. 


Mr Heseltine said: “Although, at the outset, there was a clear recognition of the 
attractions of involwement by British Aerospace, I understand that last night, the 
secretary for trade at.J industry, in the presence of another minister ic. his department 
and his officials, told Sir Ravmond Lygo of Sritish Aerospace that the role which 
British Aerospace vere taking in the European consortium was against the nat lona! 
interest and that Sritish Aerospace should vithdraw. So much for the wish of th 
sponsoring department to leave the matter to the shareholders om the basis of the most 
attractive choice available to then”. 


The crisis came to its final head at this morning’s cabinet where, “Mr Heseltine said. 
it was suggested that any questions on the rival Westland offers should be referred 
all ministers to the Cabinet Office, to be handled byw them in the first instance. 


“To have done so would have been to imply dowbt and delay in any and every part of the 
assurances I had publicly given on behalf of my ministry and of my European colleagues. 
Such a procedure would have allowed the advocates of the Slkorsky propesals to make 
mayhem over what is now the superior British-European offer. While | agreed that al! 
new policy isswes could be referred to the Cabinet Office, I refused to abandon or 
qualify in any way assurances I have given or my right as the responsible minister t 
ansvet questions on defence procurement issues in line with policies my colleagwes hew 
mot contradicted.” 


The prime minister then summed up the cabinet*s vsew that a]! anewers should bx 
referred for collective clearance. 


“I could not accept that constraint in the critical few days before the Westland share- 
holders decide,” said Mr Heseltine. “I had no choice but to accept of to resign. 1 
left the cabinet. The secretary of state for defence in a Tory government is one of 
the highest distinctions one can achieve. To serve as a member of a Tory cabinet...is 
a memory I will always treasure. But, if the basis of trust between the prine minister 
and her defence secretary no longer exists, there is no place for me within such «a 
cabinet.” 


“Mr Heseltine dismissed as “trivialising” questions about whether he would nev consider 
making a bid for the Tory party leadership. And he refused to go further than his own 
carefully chosen words in describing his relationship with the prime minister. 


“My purpose has been to try to find a way in which the government could come throug) 
with a decision about the future of Westland. I believed when I went into the cabinet 
today there were ways in which we could have come through as we have come through many 
similar difficulties in the last few weeks,” he said. “But that option was closed by 
the constraints agreed by cabinet. Therefore | decided the right and honourable thing 
to do in the circumstances was to go”. 


He stressed that his only interest at the moment was to talk abhowt the future of West- 
land and not “discussions of my future with the Conservative Party. I'm a member of 
Parliament if the electors of my constitwency continue te return me. I shall stand at 
the next election. I should never dream of standing except as a fs ervative 


candidate.” 


It was put to Mr Heseltine that he appeared to be charging the prime minister with 
“hypocrisy, dowble-dealing and duplicity". We replied: “I have made my statement on 
the facts as I whderstand them to be. It is in no way my purpose to allow anyone to 
put words in my mouth.” 
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Had the prime minister tried to shut him up? "I don't think anyone who understands the 
nature of the job could have allowed it to be felt that somebody could shut him up.” 





Mr Heseltine said he had not assessed whether his resignation would damage the Tory 
party. “I cannot tell you that the effects of my resignation will be. I had not 
calculated the effect of my resignation in the context of the Westland situation. I was 
in a situation this morning where in my judgement there was no way with honour that I 
could remain in the cabinet. I have to accept that ultimate and lonely position. 1 
believe personally and very deeply that as secretary of state for defence vou have got 
to be in a position where you stand for what you believe to be right. The consequences 
of that are as clearly understood by those that put me in that position as thev are 

by me in taking such a position.” 


When asked to assess his successes and failures in three vears as defence secretary, 
Mr Heseltine said that possibly his failure was “in going, because I have been unable 
to find a way of remaining within the cabinet that I have served with such dedication 
for so long.” 


Asked again whether his relationship with Mrs Thatcher was embittered, Mr Heseltine 
reiterated: "I will not allow anybody to put words into my mouth. I have used the words 
I wanced to use. I understand the way in which I'm asked the question and how the 
language can be hyped and I'm not prepared to allow that to happen to me. The relation- 
ship between the prime minister and myself is now not one which enabled me to remain 
within her cabinet". 


Asked why he had walked out of the cabinet meeting, Mr Heseltine said: “There was 
nothing impulsive, and it was the last thine T wanted to do.” Mr Heseltine went on: 
"There are people close to the centre of these issues who have known for some time 
there were certain points beyond which I was not prepared to go." 


Asked if the prime minister's speed in appointing his successor indicated that Mrs 
Thatcher had anticipated his departure and that he may have been “set up,” Mr Heseltine 
replied with a smile: "It's a good question, and I think that's quite a good answer.” 


Om his future ambitions within the Conservative Party, Mr Heseltine said: “IT have never 
sought preferment within the party, but I have been privileged to have been offered it 
significantly and persistently.” 


Howe on Heseltine Allegations 
LD100944 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 0847 GMT 10 Jan 56 
[By diplomatic correspondent David Healy] 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe today accused Mr Michael Heseltine of 
givine “a hiehly exaggerated and misleading picture” about the style of Mrs Thatcher's 
leadership. We was reacting to Mr Heseltine's post-resignation press conference 
yesterday in which he accused the prime minister of gagging and muzzline cabinet 
members. Sir Geoffrey said on the BBC Radio “Today” programme: “It is a wholly 
exaggerated and misleading picture he has presented. It is his view and one cannot 
quite understand why he puts it in that fashion.” 


The foreign secretary echoed the reaction of other cabinet ministers saving he was 
"saddened because he was a strong and valuable colleague.” He went on: "I was saddened 
and surprised because it was so unnecessary. Nobody can pretend it is a good thine 
to have happened, but it is not in any sense a fatal thing. One of the striking things 
is that this government is unusual in not having head-on collisions of a personal 


kind.” 
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Sic Geoffrey, who was at yesterday's cabinet and witnessed Mr Heselrine’s dramat i 
walk-out, said previous premiers, like Churchill and Attlee, had been dominant 
characters. He said: “People fully appreciate that the prime minister, as prime 
minister, is a leader who takes the party to success and if the cabinet is to work 
together there has to be a ready, robust and vigorous exchange of views. I do not 
think it should end as this has ended, with resignation. That is what makes it so sad. 

In this government, of course, one has occasions when ministers speak out very 
plainly to the prime minister and vice versa.” 


Sic Geoffrey said everyone in the cabinet agreed the future of Westland should be a 
matter for the company and therefore it was "sad" that Mr Heseltine should have made 
the reason for his departure the “narrow issue” of having to check statements through 
the Cabinet Office. 


Britain's allies in Europe, he added, realised that Mr Heseltine played an important 
part in backing independent European projects, but it would mean no dimunition of 


Britain's commitment to an effective role in NATO and within Europe. 


HOWE ON GULF TOUR, MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT 








LD1O1108 Kuwait Domestic Service in Arabic 1000 GMT 10 Jan &6 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe said that his country is not opposed to an 
international conference on the Middle East being held if it is proved that it might 
be an effective step toward settling the conflict in the region. This came in a 
special interview with KUNA on the occasion of his forthcoming visit to Kuwait within 
the context of a tour of Saudi Arabia and Oman. He said that the British would be 
interested in the emergence of a grouping in the Arab wor!d which would contribute to 
the success of such a coaference on the condition that this is accompanied by a 
response from Israel and other countries which would participate. He said that Britain 
and the world as a whole are deeply interested in the need to tind a solution to the 
Middle East crisis in the light of the Venice Declaration issued by the EEC in 1980. 
He pointed out that in principle Britain does not oppose Soviet participation in any 
international conference. 


Howe refuse to make any definite proposal in relation to inviting another Palestinian 
delegation to visit Britain after the failure of a previous meeting which was planned 
last summer. He said that Britain will do all it can in the future to back the peace 
process. The British foreign secretary stressed in his interview the importance otf 
his tour in the region which begins tomorrow. 
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SOVIET OFFICIALS CONGRATULATE NEW HOUSE PRESIDENT 





NC100944 Nicosia TA NEA in Greek 10 Jan 86 p | 


{Text} Lev Tolkunov, chairman of the Supreme Soviet Council of the Union, and Avegust 
Voss, chairman of the Supreme Soviet Council of Nationalities, have sent a telegram to 
House of Representatives President Vasos Lissaridhis expressing their heartfelt con- 
gratulations and best wishes on his election as president of the House of 
Representatives. Lev Tolkunov and Avgust Voss also say they are sure that the friendly 
ties between the two countries’ parliaments 11 continue to develop successfully, so 
that Soviet-Cypriot cooperation may be strengthened to the benefit of world peace and 
mutual understanding among peoples. 


COMMITTEE SENDS SUPPORT CABLE TO AL-QADHADHAFT 





NC100923 Nicosia KHARAVYI in Greek 10 Jan pr 10 


[Text] The Committee for Anti-Imperialist Solidarity has sent the following cable 
to Libyan leader Mu'ammar al-OQadhdhaft: 


"The Committee for Anti-Imperialist Solidariy [Epitropi Andiimperialistikis 
Allilengiis] (EPALL) [as published] in expressing the Cypriot people's feelings, fully 
supports the Libyan people against the threats of U.S. imperialism and Zionism. It 
also condemns the Reagan administration's economic sanctions and the preparations for 
military aggression by the United States and Israe! against the Libyan Jamahiriyah. 
These constitute a danger to world peace and people's sovereignty as well as an attempt 
by the United States to dominate the Mediterranean through intimidation and military 
force." 


PAPER WANTS GOVERNMENT TO CONDEMN U.S. MEASURES 








NC100938 Nicosia KHARAVYI in Greek 10 Jan 86 p 3} 
[From the "Views and Comment" column: "The Government Must React Energetically"] 


[Text] The government spokesman's statement that the Cyprus Government opposes the 

use of force for the settlement of international disputes, which was made as a result 
of the U.S. measures against Libya, is not at all satisfactory. We are faced with 
clearly aggressive behavior by the United States toward a small and friendly Arab 
country. Libya regards the economic blockade as tantamount to a declaration of war. 

The armada of the 6th Fleet, headed by the aircraft carrier Coral Sea, is within 
firing range of the Libyan coast. The Cyprus Government ought to have clearly con- 
demed these anti-Libyan measures and called on the United States to withdraw its 

fleet from the Sidra Gulf. As a country which is the victim of foreign invasion, 
Cyprus should have been more sensitive to questions of foreign milatary or other 
interventions. Libya, moreover, is a nonaligned Mediterranean country with which we 
maintain strong friendly links. In our opinion, the spokesman's statement on the possi- 
ble use of the British bases here in the event of hostilities in the Mediterranean is 
not satisfactory, either. The government's declaration that it is following the situa- 
tion and will take appropriate action should the need arise is vague and not convincing 
in the least. We must make it clear to the British now that we oppose the use of the 
bases in the United States’ dirty anti-Libyan game. We should do so because when 
hostilities begin and the bases are used our opportunities to react will be 

very belated or nonexistent. Our stance on such serious matters must be clear, con- 
vincing, and timely. 
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SPOKESMAN SAYS LIBYAN SANCTIONS UNPRODUCTIVE 





NCO91353 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1230 GMT 9 Jan 56 


[Text] As has already been stressed, the Greek Government does not believe that 


mic or other sanctions against Libya are productive. As far as the Greek Gover 
concerned it does not intend to take any measures in this direction. This wo 
government spokesman Andonois Kourtis in reaction to the measures announced by 


Reagan against Libya. 


In reply to a question, Kourtis said that when Foreign Minister Karolos Papoul! ’ 
Robert Keeley met yesterday, the U.S. ambassador presented a list of the sanctions ta 
Washington intends to impose against Libya. Kourtis added that the United States 
requested support for the measures from the European countries. 


The spokesman said that the government was studying the documents and had reitc: 
position. Kourtis also announced that Greece and Italy have asked for a4 speci! 
of the EEC foreign ministers in order to decide jointly on the position they wii! 
on the Reagan measures, although most European countries have taken a stand again | 


Asked what measures the government thinks should be taken in order to deal with te) 
rorism, the government spokesman replied that the Greek Government follows « certs: 
foreign policy line and believes that many issues can be resolved by peaceful 


LIBYAN ENVOY MEETS WITH POLITICAL LEADERS 





NCO92014 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1930 GMT 9 Jan 86 


[Text] New Democracy agrees with the Greek Government's proposal to convene the |) 
Council of Foreign Ministers in order to consider the attitude which should bh 
toward the economic measures proposed by U.S. President Ronald Reagan against 11!) 
New Democracy Chairman Konstandinos Mitsotakis made this announcement in a stat: 
journalists. However, he declined to comment on the measures or to adopt a4 stancc 
them in light of the fact that he had not been briefed about them. 


Mitsotakis also referred to his meeting with the Libyan ambassador in Athens last «) 
The Libyan ambassador had explained his country's views on the problem of terrorio 
had assured the New Democracy chairman that his government also denounces every tv: 
rorist act of violence that takes place outside the Arab territories held by ler! 


Libya's diplomatic envoy in Athens called on KKE Secretary General Kharilaos Florik: 
this morning to brief him on the situation in Libya following the economic sancti. 
announced by the U.S. Government. Florakis assured the Libyan envoy of the Cree) 
munists’ solidarity with the Libyan people. 


The United Democratic Left [EDA] also expressed its opposition to the measures inne 
by the U.S. President against Libya. At the same time, it stated its approva! 
attitude adopted by the Greek Government and other European governments which di. 
with President Reagan's measures. In conclusion, EDA emphasized that the fleets of | 
superpowers must be withdrawn from the Mediterranean. This sea must become an ore. | 
from nuclear weapons and foreign military forces. 
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GREECE 


SECURITY MEASURES TIGHTENED AT AIRPORT, IN ATTIKI 





NCO92204 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 9 Jan 86 p 4 


[Text] Acting on information from Interpol and other sources about a possible commando 
assault at Ellinikon Airport, police authorities have taken additional security measures 
there. Similar information has been provided to police in France, Italy, and other 
European countries regarding terrorist action at their airports. As a result, the 
already strict security measures at Ellinikon Airport and the area surrounding it have 
been reinforced in order to avert or to effectively deal with any assault against it. 
According to this information, commando units are preparing for an operation. However, 


the nationality of these commandos has not yet beer J:termined. 


Athanasios Tsouras, the alternate minister of interior and public order, met with the 
Bulgarian ambassador to Athens last night. They discussed matters related to terrorism 
in the general European region. Thev also discussed prospects for cooperation between 
Greek and Bulgarian police and for an exchange of information on matters pertaining to 
terrorisn. 


Sources at the Ministry of Public Order have stated that the garrison at the airport 
was reinforced with another 300 policemen yesterday morning. The forces guarding pos- 
sible “targets” in the Attiki area have also been strengthened. 


SEVENTH PALESTINIAN TERRORIST SUSPECT LEAVES 








NCO91251 Paris AFP in English 1245 GMT 9 Jan 86 





[Excerpt] Athens, Jan 9 (AFP) — Seven of eight Palestinians arrested here 11 days ago 
on suspicion of belonging to a terrorist commando have left Greece, the police said 
today. 


The Palestinians haji been arrested on December 30 amid inquiries into the December 27 
terrorist attacks against El Al Israeli airlines counters in Rome and Vienna airports. 


Police said one of the Palestinians, a woman, left last night for Algeria and that the 
eighth was a student here and was allowed to stay. 


The rest had left for Algeria, Kuwait, South Yemen, Iraq and Cyprus, police said. 


DAILY CRITICIZES PAPANDREOU STAND ON LIBYA 





NC100529 Athens I KATHIMERINI in Greek 9 Jan 86 p 5 
[Editorial: "The Reasons Are Not Known...") 


[Excerpts] Papandreou must have his reasons for not turning against Mu‘ ammar 
al-Qadhdhafi. However, these reasons also prevent him from opposing those who accuse 
the Libyan dictator of being an instigator of anomalies and the “provider” for inter- 
national terrorism! Wo one has yet learned what these reasons are. The only thing 
that is known and constantly confirmed is that these reasons do not coincide with 
either the national interest or the efforts being made for international detente and 
peace. The prime minister himself has declared that support for such efforts receives 
his greatest attention. Consequently, the Greek people have a legitimate worry about 
the possible repercussions they might face as the result of such behavior. 
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Contrary to the European governments which have rejected the U.S. proposal for 
military action against Libya and for the imposition of economic sanctions because 
they consider the first dangerous and the latter ineffective, the Greek Government 
has rejected them because it opposes “any military action by any side” in the 
Mediterranean! It does act reject them because there is a lack of proof connecting 
Libya with the terrorists. The official Greek position expressed by Foreign Minister 
Karolos Papoulias the day before yesterday makes no reference to the reason for the 
current crisis; namely, the responsibility of the Libyan regime for the slaughter 
of innocent citizens, a responsibility reflected in the praise which Tripoli radio 
reserved for the murderers at Rome and Vienna. Papoulias’ statement referred 
abstractly and vaguely to the “constantly escalating tension in the Mediterranean" 
and about terrorism and the possibility of dealing with it. Al-Qadhdhafi himself 
would be hard pressed to make statements more suitable than this for diverting 
international attention from his responsibilities for the dangerous developments 
now taking place. 


Terrorist action and the slaughter of people who have no connection with the Palestinian 
issue or with intra-Arab disputes have untortunately reached a point which makes 
terrorist reaction inevitable. 


The period of “tolerance” is very quickly coming to an end, and there are no reassuring 
signs to the contrary. This does not only apply to the U.S. proposal for military 
action against the bases of terrorism, but also to a tactic which has recently 
emerged; namely, the elimination of terrorists even at the cost of innocent lives. 

The number of governments willing to “negotiate” with hijackers or terrorists is 
decreasing. Things have reached a point now where governments believe the “more 
legitimate thing to do” is to physically eliminate terrorists. Official “terrorism” 

is already being used against unofficial terrorism. This elimination is the only 
“profit” gained from the introduction of such tactics. 


If military action and economic blockades are not the best ways to compel a country 

to stop sheltering international terrorists, then perhaps the use of diplomatic means 
will force it to change tactics. At the same time, a careful surveillance of any 
suspicious move made by such a country must be implemented to avert any terrorist 
action. Hiding one's head in the sand with regard to supply sources for terrorists 
and uttering “generalizations” about apportioning responsibilities do net help to 
terminate this modern plague. Such actions support neither national interests nor the 
interests of peace in our neighborhood. 
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SPAIN 


ARAB LEAGUE REQUESTS TALKS ON TIES WITH ISRAEL 








LDO92155 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 8 Jan 86 


[Text] A Spanish Foreign Ministry spokesman has confirmed that the decision by the 
government to exchange ambassadors with Israel in the first half of the vear -- that 
is, to establish diplomatic relations with that Jewish state -- continues to be valid. 


We have also learned that the Spanish Government is studying a formal request made by 
the secretary general of the Arab League for a league delegation to visit Spain, 
probably before March, to discuss the decision by the government of Felipe Gonzalez 
in relation to the establishment of diplomatic relations between Spain and Israel, a 
decision which the league describes as sericus and which might have negative reper- 
cussions in the good relations of friendship and cooperation between Spain and the 
Arab countries. However, no tension is expected for the present between Spain and 
the Arab countries because of this decision. However, the situation is extremely 
fluid. 


SWITZERLAND 
DIE WELT REPORTS MORE ON ILLEGAL LIBYAN ACTIVITY 
DWO91222 Bonn DIE WELT in German 9 Jan 86 p 4 
[Report by "W.K.": "Switzerland Consults Experts on Terrorism" ] 


[Text] Bonn/Bern -- Out of concern for illegal Libyan activities, Swiss security 
authorities are consulting foreign experts about fighting terrorism. At a December 
1985 meeting, Swiss state protection representatives complained about the infiltra- 
tion of equipment, weapons, and logistical means, and the establishment of caches under 
the protection of Libyan diplomatic representation. It was agreed to keep the con- 
sultations confidential. According to the German security experts, the Libyans 

lately prefer Switzerland for illegal transfers and hiding places for weapons and 

fake identity documents because the Libyans feel they are too well observed in the 
FRG and other West European countries. Last vear the Bonn police even beseiged the 
Libyan Embassy for a few days. In answer to a question from Swiss media concerning 

@ DIE WELT report on Al-Qadhdhafi's activities in the neutral country, Ernst Cincera, 
the Zurich national councilor of the Radical Democratic Party, stated that Switzerland 
is used as a “logistics base" for terrorist actions in other countries, without the 
authorities being able to prevent misuse of the open borders. 





























